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FROM THE EDITOR 

T here J s a great deal of fuss at the 
moment about the 'false widow 3 
spider Many have been spotted in 
our area and a school in the Forest 
of Dean was shut down recently because 
of a sighting Apparently these spiders can 
give a nasty bite and there have been cases where limbs have 
swelled up in a bad way I remember my grandmother telling 
me a story once about how she got a bite from a house spider 
when she put a shoe on with it inside Her toe swelled up in 
an alarming way too. 



Tin not keen on spiders. My partner will quite happily pick 
them up in her fingers and throw them out of the window, 

I catVt even grab them in a h an kerchief Tm afraid I have to 
get a glass and a playing card and coax them into the tumbled 
The news of the biting false widow re-inforces my belief that 
using the glass and playing card is the correct way of dealing 
with the critters - no amount of jibing will get me to deal 
with them in a different way! 


Whilst chatting about spiders, - heieY a little known fact 
about Spidermm — he : s fantastically good at spinning webs and 
catching criminals, but 


he has a great deal of 
difficulty getting out of 
the bath! 
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Four Shires books 




THE GREAT WAR 

Joe Sacco 


The Great War 


by ]oe Sacco is, 

m fact, a boxed gy 

set ot an ftf7* \g8£f»r 

illustrated 24 jfcu|-•:* 

panorama of ‘ ' 

Syof " ^ 


panorama ot 
1st ]uly 

1916,the 

first day of 
the Battle 
of the Somme 


OOKS for your 

BOOKSHELVES 


STAY WHERE YOU ARE AND 
THEN LEAVE 

John Boyne 






accompanied by an essay 
written by Adam Hochschild 
describing the day as it unfolded and 
some of the background to the battle 
There are notes accompanying the 
panorama explaining some of the 
details This is a very unusual and 
beautifully presented item £15 




Stay Where You Are and Then Tea re is by ]ohn 
Boyne, who wrote The Boy m the Striped Pyjamas. 
This book, aimed at children aged nine - 12 
years old, is about the First World War from a 
child's perspective. Alfie Summer field's father 
has gone to the front and after a while all contact with him 
ceases. Alfie is a shoe shiner at Kings Cross station and 
spotting his father's name on a file belonging to a military L 
doctor, he discovers that his father is being treated at a 
ne a r b y ho sp it a 1 A n up I ift mg s t o ry fro m a ta le lit e d wi it er. £8.25 


ONE 

SUMMER, 

AMERICA 
1927 

Bill Bryson 

Bill Bryson's latest 
book, already 
selling very well 
and getting wonderful reviews is One 
Summer. America 1927 m which Bryson 
explains that in that year, the focus of the 
world turned for the first time towards 
the USA. The country was becoming 
dominant m popular culture, finance and 
military might and all this seemed to be 
encapsulated by Charles Lindbergh's solo 
flight across the Atlantic. This is a highly 
entertaining account of that pivotal 
summer. £15 

ENGLAND'S 
BEST VIEWS 

Simon Jenkins 

Einland's Best IZiem 
byS imoii Jenkins is 
bound to excite 
opinion m a gentle 
way as w T e fi tck 
through to find that 
our best view is not included but this 
really is a lovely book full of stunning 
photography and art of some of the 
loveliest places in England. £18.75 




All the books on this page are 
part of Okl Hall Bookshop's 
Christmas promotion and shown 
with a 25 % discount 


BELLMAN AND 
BLACK 

Diane Setterfield 

Some years ago Diane 
Setterfield wrote The 
Thirteenth Tale, a huge hit 
and a particularly 
successful book group read. She has now 
published a ghost story Bellman and Black, 
about William Bellman, who, as a boy, 
killed a rook with his catapult Thereafter 
he is ever curious about death and as a 
grown man he opens a mourning 
emporium. Ghostly occurrences ensue 
plus some shenanigans with rooks! £11.25 






NAPS 




MAPS 


Aleksandra Mizielinska and 
Daniel Mizielinki 


Another book aimed at children is Maps, 
a large format and very attractive hand 
drawn atlas by Aleksandra MiEielinska and 
Daniel Mixielinski. These maps with their 
additional drawings of animals, scenery, 
customs and food associated with each 
region will appeal to all ages. £15 


IN 

PREDITORY 
LIGHT 

Cyril Christo 

and Marie 
Wilkinson 

Iff Predatory Light is of tigers, lions and 
polar bears, photographed in their natural 
habitat by Cyril Christo and Mane 
Wilkinson. The book mostly consists of 
an abundance of wonderful shots of these 
magnificent creatures but there is some 
text too, giving information about the 
lives of these predators. £26.25 

RHSBOTANY 

Royal Horticultural 

RHS Botany fo r 
Gardeners, the 
companion volume to 
Latin for Gardeners 
which was a great success last year. This 
useful book is not ]iist a reference book 
on the science of botany but also a 
hands-on guide to help you understand 
how plants grow and how to get better 
results. Illustrated throughout with 
botanical prints and diagrams. A snip at 
£11.25 


Christine Bridger of the 
Old Hall Bookshop in 
Brackley offers up some 
lovely books suitable for 
Christmas gifts 
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Four Shires local event 





ANNUAL SCARECROW COMPETITION 


AT LITTLE BOURTON 


The a nnua 1 L ittle B o ur to n sc ar ecro w c c m p et itio n wa s he Id 
recently and was deemed a huge success 

The event, which is now in its third year, was held m aid of the 
Teenage Cancer Trust and Birmingham’s children’s hospital 

There were a total of 14 scarecrows around the village 
including 'Mole’s Burrow’ which was created by The Plough 
landlord Sam Harrison This particular creation sparked 
intrigue when police officers received an emergency cad about 
a man trapped upside down m a ditch m a sleepy Oxfordshire 
village Upon arriving in Little Bourton however, they quickly 
realised that the man trapped upside in a ditch was in fact one 
of the fabulous scarecrows The winner of the competion 
was Pete Haines' 'Crash Landing’ - a mother-in-law with a 
broomstick being rescued from a high hedge by a fireman! 


Pictures by Tudor 
Photography 
01295 270681 


No vembee 2.013 Four Sh ires 7 





























Four Shires around the shires 






ELECTRIC HIGHWAY CHARGES INTO 
OXFORD 

Solar owe red rechargers have appeared in Oxford 
with green energy company Eco tricity and 
electric vehicle pioneers Nissan installing a new 
fast-charger at tire Pear tree Roundabout 

Powered with 100% renewable energy from the 
wind and the sun, the fast-chargers allow EVs 
(such as Nissan's all-electric LEAF) to re-fuel in 
20 to 30mms (or about the time it takes to have a 
cup of cofree) — matching the so-called “dwell- 
time' J that motorists tend to spend at motorway 
services, according to industry research 

WIN FOR LOCAL 
CARD COMPANY 

Milton based playing 
card company 
Bridge m a Box 
have just won the 
T heo Pat hit is S mail 
Business Sunday' 
initiative award. 

The company was set up nearly four years ago 
by A in anda A s she to n 11 designs and pro due e s 
playing cards which are printed by the last 
English based card printer. 1 hey are slowly 
increasing their range of products and aim to 
have as many of them as possible made m the 
UK. — They already use local businesses for 
couriering, book keeping, photographic and 
packing services. 

NOVEMBER JAZZ SUNDAYS RETURN TO 
BLENHEIM PALACE 

|aZZ Sundays 
have returned 
to Blenheim 
Palace 
Brighten up 
your weekends 
in the darker 
months and 
enjoy the relaxing atmosphere and smooth 
melodious live iazZ music in The Oxfordshire 
Pantry A selection or delicious brunch options 
will be available including, breakfast pamms, 
warming porridge, oast lies and fresh tea and 
coffee., as well as the Sunday newspapers 

Forthcoming Dates for Jazz Sunday: 

3rd November - Rory Me In toy 
10th Novemb er - The Matthew C roo k Trio 
24thNovember - Tenacious T 

SHUTFQRD CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Sunday December 1st, 1 00pm - 4.00pm 
To be held m Shutfiord Village church. 

Shut ford Village Hall and The George and 
Dragon. This event is in aid of Katharine House 
Hospice Discover the ancient art or bell ringing 
and come and have a go! 




FAIR PORT CONVENTION 
ANNOUNCE TOUR DATES 

Fairport Convention's 2014 thirty 
date tour will start at The Roses 
Theatre, Tewkesbury on Friday 
31 |an and will visit theatres in 
England, Wales and Scotland. 

The final concert of the tour 
will be at The Union Chapel in 
London on March 9. 



Hailed as the originators of 
British folk-rock music, our very 
own Fairport Convention remain one of the most entertaining 
bands on the live music scene and their annual winter tour has 
become a much-loved cultural institution. 


For further information please visit the Fairport website on www 
fan p o r tco nven t io n. c o m 


86 GUILTS DONATED TO 
PRE,MATURE BABY UNIT 




Around 300 premature babies 
are brought into the world 
at the Premature Baby Unit 
at The Horton Hospital in 
Banbury every year It was 
with gratitude therefore that 
Yolanda Jacobs, (Fundraising 
Project Manager and Executive 
Assistant Horton Operational 
Services Oxford University 
Hospitals MHS Trust) accepted a donation of some 86 baby sized 
quilts from the Middleton Cheney Quilting Group last month. 
When mums come to the unit, they can choose a quilt for their 
baby's stay and then they can take the quilt with them when they 
Leave hospital 

l-fl** -fl- *»•*■■«* I* *#*«■* S * I- + * ««««•« 

FESTIVE FUN WITH CLASSIC TALE 


Kenneth Grahame 3 s classic children's story 
Wmd m the Wiliam is brought lovingly to 
life at Royal & Derngate this Christmas. 

Tins charming tale of friendship and 
adventure for all the family takes to the 
Royal stage from Wednesday 27 November 
to Sunday 5 January Ticket prices and 
times vary so please call 01604 624811 or go online at www 
royakndderugate co.uk 


ILLUMINATED CHRISTMAS TRAIL AT 
BATS FORD 

Visit Batsford Arboretum on Friday November 29 
from 5 - 7pm to celebrate the advent of Christmas. 
Enjoy festive food and find everything you need 
to make your home and garden really Christmassy 
There'll be Batsford Christmas trees and beautiful 
home made wreaths, greenery and mistletoe and a whole host 
of gift ideas. Follow the illuminated Christmas trail m the 
arboretum and visit Santa in his rather unusual grottol An event 
for all the family bringing a traditional touch to Christmas. 

Tickets for the illuminated Christmas Trail and visit to Santa 
cost per child 
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LEARN ABOUT THE HISTORY OF RAF GAYDON 



The Heritage Motor Centre is to give visitors the chance to learn all about RAF 
Gaydon at a special lecture on Saturday 2 November from 10.30am - 3pm. The 
lecture, to be given by John Bishop, local historian, will give visitors an insight 
into the history of the airfield, plus there will be an opportunity to visit the old. 
RAF Gaydon Control Tower 

Gaydon was one of several RAF airfields in the midlands that enjoyed two 
separate periods of existence., one as a wartime training base and the other 
when it was rebuilt and p ut back into service fo r very different aircraft From 
1942 - 1974, RAF Gaydon was home to Wellington bombers during World War 
II and V Bombers (pictured above) during the Cold War Later it was home to 
Varsities and Valet tas, part of the navigation school. 

£30 per person includes entry to the museum, ring 01926 641ISS to book 



REDISCOVERING 

RYCOTE 


The lost'' history ot a Four 
Shires' Tudo r mansion that 
hosted royalty including 
Henry VIII., has been 
restored in a new online 
archive. Most of Rycote 
Ho us e, near Thame in 


Oxfordshire, was sold m ISO7 and its archive burned. 

Archivists at Ox to id's Bodleian Libraries have now pieced its history back 
together. The mansion was originally built for either Sir Richard Fowler, 

Giles Heron or John, Baron Williams of Thame - but it is not known exactly 
who! More than 400 items, including manuscripts, letters, maps and drawings 
dating from the 16 th Century have been collated to provide material for the 
'rediscovering Rycote"' website 

Other items included are an early map of Oxfordshire from 1574 by 
Christopher Saxton (pictured), and letters signed by Elizabeth I and Henry IV 
of France documenting the exploits of Sn T ohnNorns - one of Elizabethan 
England's leading military commanders. 

Dr Felicity Heal, Emeritus Fellow at Oxford's Jesus College described Rycote 
m its heyday as a "regional powerhouse" and said the new archive would be "an 
invaluable resource for the study of the local and national past" 


ELLACOTTS TEAM COMPLETES THE FEARED 'WOLF RUN' 


Staff and partners from 
Ellacotts LLP, took part m 
the gruelling 10k Wolf Run 
recently as part of its attempts 
to raise money for charity 



The team included five of the 
firm's seven partners and they 
have so far raised over £3,000 
for their charity of the year, 


ROSY, a regional charity that 
supports and provides Respite for Oxfordshire's Sick Youngsters. 


With the runners setting off in high (clean) spirits, they stuck together as a team 
helping each other through difficulties when they got stuck and completed the 
course, a little muddier, in a creditable one hour and 45 minutes. 






FLAMENCO AT BANBURY 
HOUSE HOTEL 

The autumn evenings are 
drawing in now, but what better 
way is there to remember some 
glorious summer weather than by 
attending a Spanish evening? 
f'w held at the 

uesi wesLcrn uanbury House 
Hotel in Banbury The event 
included traditional Spanish 
Dancing from Oxford based 
Flamenco expert 1 
guitarist Rafael Guests learned 
about various Flamenco moves and 
rhythms Afterwards a traditional 
Spanish buffet was served which included - Hake, 
grilled sardines, smoked pap an ka meat balls, and a 
selection of Tapi 


?as 





'END POLIO NOW' 


Pupils at Sibford School 
are joining forces with the 
J? ^ *-r T C lub o f B anb ury 
ier local schools to 
raise awareness of the End Polio No/p campaign. 


To coincide with World Polio D ay last month, the 
school planted 500 purple crocus bulbs around its 
music school. 


And in Spring 2014, when the bulbs will 
(hopefully) be in flower, Sibford pupils wil) be 
using their musical talents to perform at one of 
two special fund raising concerts being held at St 
Mary's Church in Banbury town centre 

The Crocus Concert, featuring Sibford pupils 
performing alongside pupils from Banbury 
Academy Chenderit School and The Warrmer 
School will take place on Wednesday 26 February 
2014. A second concert, featuring pupils from 
Blessed George Napier, Bloxham School, Frank 
Wise School and North Oxfordshire Academy 
will take oEace on Thursday 6 March 2014. 

Pictured with the 500 crocus bulbs are Sibford 
School choir members Emily Sloan, Henry 
Jackson-Wells and Tom Smith 


MIDDLETON LIBRARY EVENTS 

There will be a number of events throughout 
November m support of the local library, 
Thursday 14 November! Lincoln' with Daniel 
D ay L e wis, Sa lly Fie Id, To m m y Lee ] o lies, 7.3 0 
p m . £6 , me luding ic e- cr ea m We d n e s d ay 20 
November! Wine tasting at Butlers Pantry, 7 
pm. T9 50 with cheese biscuits. Thursday 2S 
November Meet the author Terry Cudbird 
— Walking the Hexagon! An escape around 
France on foot, with pictures. 7 30 pm — Adult 
£5/Child £2, including wine Tickets and 
booking can be done at the library where there 
are also further details on these and future 
events. 
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Maggie Chaplin 


looks at a plant that is 
attractive to look at 
but can be a potential 
threat to livestock. 


The mere use of the seven letter word "ragwort” is enough to 
raise blood pressures amongst the equine fraternity and elicit 
barely suppressed mutteiings of "exterminate, exterminate", 
whilst naturalists will be heard to exclaim, "cinnabar moth!” 

At the height of its flowering season, which lasts right through 
from June to November, ragwort sports a profusion of rich 
yellow daisy-like flowers and can be a stunning plant On 
a sunny day, a w T alk along a stretch of disused railway track 
flanked by masses of ragwort displaying a das sling array of 
golden blooms a bus 2 with insects is an uplifting experience, 
and bright swathes of ragwort on motorway verges and 
embankments enhance an otherwise drab environment. 

The nineteenth century poet John Clare was inspired by its 
beauty 

"Ragwort thou humble flower with tattered leaves 
I love to see thee come and litter gold. 

Thy waste of shining blossoms richly shields 
The s/m-tanned sward in splendid hues that burn 
So bright and glaring that the very light 
Of the rich sunshine doth to paleness turn." 


Not everyone would agree with him, but ragwort is a real 
friend to wildlife too. It provides a food source for at least 30 
different species of insect, many of which are now scarce and 
heavily dependent on ragwort to survive, and the caterpillars 
of the cmnabar moth eat nothing else Tins is an incredibly 
beautiful moth, with sooty black wings patterned with brilliant 
red markings, and is the subject of a UK. Biodiversity Action 
Flan, hence naturalists' interest in how ragwort is managed 

With all this going for it, how come this native plant is 
Britain's most hated weed? IBs because it contains chemicals 
that are poisonous to any livestock that eat it. These toxins 
are the pyrrol 12 id me alkaloids, which, if ingested in quantity 
over a period of time will cause at best cirrhosis of the liver 
and at worst complete liver failure and death. The poisons 
themselves are not cumulative, but their effects are. The liver 
has remarkable powers of recovery given the opportunity, but 
if it is subiected to a regular onslaught of toxic substances 
m unmanageable quantities it will fail. The effects of 
pyrrol izidine poisoning in cattle and horses could be compared 
to chronic alcohol poisoning in man. 
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Fresh ragwort tastes unpleasantly 
bitter and animals only eat it if they’re 
desperately hungry. A bare pasture 
with lots of ragwort is a real threat, but 
modern horse-owners are sufficiently 
aware of the potential dangers of such 
a situation that ifs unlikely to arise 
Ragwort thrives best m a sunny situation 
on disturbed ground where competition 
from other plants is minimal, and a 
heavily grazed field regularly churned 
up by horses’ hooves provides the ideal 
environment, as do motorway verges 
and railway embankments. 

One might imagine that if in normal 
circumstances horses won’t eat fresh 
ragwort, then fire straightforward answer 
is good pasture management Alas, that 
only deals with part of the problem 
When dried, ragwort is more palatable 
and poses a far more serious and less 
obvious risk, because livestock don’t 
reject it when it’s mixed in amongst hay 
A batch containing significant quantities 
of ragwort, fed to cattle or hoises over 
an extended peiiod, is a recipe foi 
disaster 


Myths about the plant abound Ifs 
sometimes claimed to be a foieign 
invader that should therefore be 
banished from our shores. Common 
ragwort is native to Britain Confusion 
may have arisen because in the ISth 
century an Oxford graduate, the 
renowned botanist and plant collector, 
William Sherard found a rattier prettier 
form of ragwort than the native version 
on the lava fields of Mount Etna and he 
brought it back to England For decades 
it lived happily as a specimen plant in the 
Oxford Botanic gardens under its Latin 
name of Senecio squalidus - then came 
the great escape 

The nooks and niches m the walls of 
the Oxford colleges resembled its home 
environment and by the end of the 
century it had spread throughout tire city 
and it earned the popular name, Oxford 
ragwort Later with the coming of the 
railways the airborne seeds literally got 
on a train and travelled the length and 
breadth of the country, the dinker beds 
of the rail tracks being similar to its 
original volcanic habitat. Oxford ragwort 


is now a widespread weed but is no real 
threat to farm animals because it doesn’t 
grow* on agricultural land, but prefers 
gravel or tire gaps in walls 01 pavements. 

The hysteria that pervades some 
s ec tio n s o f th e equ e s tria n wo rl d 
regarding common ragwort has led to 
the suggestion that airborne seeds will 
kill, that a mouthful of leaves can be 
fatal and that thou sands of horses die 
annually from ragwort poisoning A 
horse is a. big animal and a few seeds or 
a mouthful of leaves are unlikely to have 
any significant effect on its liver at all 
The number of equine deaths directly 
attributable to ragwort poisoning is 
unknown but probably small Hard facts 
from any reputable source seem to be 
unobtainable. There are several other 
potential causes of liver failure which 
would present with similar symptoms, 
and without postmortem evidence 
and detailed recording it is impossible 
to quantify, but it would be foolish to 
ignore any potential risk to livestock 

Another widespread belief is that 
ragwort is a notifiable weed, but there 



Pictures show: left: Oxford ragwort flowers right: 
Cinnabar moth - picture by Martin Chadwick 
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Ragwort 



Pictures show: top: Common ragwort is popular with insects and caterpillars 
bottom: Groundsel 


is no such tiling as a notifiable weed 
Ragwort, along with two species of thistle 
and two species of dock is legally defined 
as an injurious weed and as such, no-one 
has a legal obligation for automatic right) 
to remove it from private or local authority 
property, unless it is deemed to present a risk 
to adjacent agnail airal land, when an order 
can then be made to dear it 

The ragwort debate will no doubt continue 
to rage but it's worth making the point that 
if every last ragwort plant were removed 
from the face of the earth the potential 
threat of pyrrollZidme poisoning to livestock 
would still be ever present These toxic 
chemicals are common in plants, not just 
m all the members of the ragwort family, 
but also m many herbs such as comfrey 
and coltsfoot that were formerly used for 
medicinal purposes They are also found 
in the very common weed, groundsel. 
Groundsel ss a close cousin of ragwort but is 
small and insignificant by comparison You'd 
hardly notice it if you weren't looking for it 
and therein lies the danger. Like its relative 
ragwort, it thrives on disturbed ground and 
is frequently found on agricultural land, both 
on field margins and amongst planted crops. 

Groundsel is unlikely to be a problem to 
grazing livestock because if the seeds did 
manage to germinate in grassland, the plant 
is sufficiently flimsy and insubstantial that it 
wouldn't survive trampling by hooves But 
livestock don't just eat fresh grass or hay 
Horses and cattle are often fed dried forage 
as a significant part of their diet Offer 
them lucerne for example, that's tainted with 
groundsel and you'd be threatening their 
wellbeing. With modern ragwort awareness, 
such groundsel contaminated forage is 
a much more likely source of harm than 
ragwort is. 

Common ragwort is undoubtedly poisonous 
if eaten, and it is important that efforts 
should be made to manage pastures carefully 
to avoid overgrowth with the w T eed, and 
there are plenty of reliable sources of advice 
how this can be achieved, but it should be 
possible to satisfy both the equestrians and 
the naturalists By all means strive to keep 
pastures ragwort free, but allow it to flourish 
on wasteland and verges and die countryside 
will be a brighter place and millions of 
insects and especially the cinnabar moth 
will have a chance to thrive Vigilance is 
needed, but ragwort is not an agent of mass 
des tr u cti on E ngaging m h os til i ties at aloe al 
level may w T ell be appropriate, but there's no 
need to declare all out war! 
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Faces spotted in a Four Shires' Pictures from the Past story from 2006! 



Proving that the Four Shires Magazine sticks around, last month we 
were delighted to hear from Reg Watts w T ho confirmed some of 
the names from a couple of pictures which appeared in die Pictures 
from the Past section in january 2006 — some seven years ago! 

Some of those pictured are: Jeff Humphries who was a leading 
fireman adviser (NFS) volunteer during the war time, Alec Bentley 
who was a dispatch rider. Jack Wright who was a fireman and 
worked at Davidsons in Bridge Street* Dick joins who was a refuse 
correspondent, Harry Cutrill, Andy Tims who worked at Young's 
Garage and Reg Watts himself is pictured He was a junior Fireman 
and also w T orked at Neil and Parkins iron mongers 

We have also spotted a couple of faces from B anburyspast in these pictures. 
Our very own Bruce Cox can he seen on the far right of the picture] and 
Graham Wilton can he seen on the left in the picture on the I ft. We think 
these pictures show what is traditionally termed a Wayggoose" This was a rip 
out for printers held at the end of August each year to celebrate the start of the 
summer holidays! 

We are pleased that pictures published so long ago are still 
interesting readers today If anyone else is fh eking through an old 


copy of the magazine and recognises someone they 
know or has information about the events pictured, 
we really would love to hear from you (it doesn't matter 
how long ago the picture was published). 

Deg has known it for a very long time now 
and it seems that so do those working on 
the Daily Telegraph new paper Ban buy 
along with Henley on Thames and Bath 
m Somerset has been voted one of the 
top 20 places to live in Britain. In an 
editorial on homes andproperty. Banbury 
was recommended as a nice place to live 
because of the surrounding rural villages, and its situation on 
the edge of the Cotswolds. Also: f it is accessible to London. 
An improved train line service means you can be at London 
Marylebone within 50 minutes. Its more affordable than 
Oxford as it is a bit further north.' Dog thinks this is all very 
laudable — but doesn't necessarily want everyone to know .. 
there'll be no room left in the kennel! 





‘a NEW Home Boarding & Personal 
Day Care Service just for Dogs’ 


Bookings & 
Reservations 


07734 
809 
402 



One less thing to 
worry about! 

Trust Eilacotts to provide you with a range of tailored 
services, knowledgeable expertise and strategic ideas to 
help you and your business thrive. 

For a free initial consultation 

Tel: 01295 250401 
Email; mail@ellacotts.co.uk 


Fully Insured, Approved, Licensed & loving 
dog care, Priors Marston, Warwickshire 



<S#Ellacotfs 

Dhirltrtd 4 Huh-cm .U# idra 


d c I i v sj T j £ 3 d I j i i d t s 


www.ellacotts.Co.uk 
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Warwick Town Bonfire & 
Fireworks, 

Saturday Novemb er 2nd 2013 at 
Warw ick Ka c e c o ur s e 

Gates Open at 5pm, disp 1 ay from 
6.3 Op m 

There Will be a children's fun area 
with bouncy castles 

Hot refreshments will be available 
and parking is free 

Tickets Adults and Children (12+) 
£5.00 - Children (Under 12) £1 00 
Infants (2 & Under) Free 

Kings Sutton fireworks, 

Sunday No vemher 3, Kings Sinton 
Playing Fields A strop Road 

Gates Open at 4pm with tireworks 
planned to be set off sometime 
between 5.30pm and 6pm. 

Cuiworth Bonfire and Fireworks 

S a t urday N ove m b e r 2, C ulwo rt h 
cricket field Gates open at 5pm 

Woodford Halse fireworks 

Saturday November 2 at 
Woodford United Football Club 

Gates open at 5pm 

Even bigger and better than 
p r evi o us ye a rs wit h £ 1800 b e mg 
spent on fireworks alone. 

Brackley fireworks 

5th Brackley Scouts Annual 
Fir ewo rk D i sp lay, Sa t ur day 
November 2nd, St Johns Site 
(MCS) High Street 

Gates Open 6.00pm. Display to 
start approx 7 30pm Entry - £5 
adults, f 2 child 


Their will be a best 
dressed guy 
competition. Bring 
your ''Guy' to the 
display where it will be 
judged at 7pm. Guys 
to be taken home at 
the end of the display 
please 

All proceeds will go to 
the 5th Brackley Scout 
Group 

Finmere Bonfire and 
Fireworks 

S a turday N ovem b er 2, 
Gates Open at 5pm, 
Bonfire Lit at 5.30pm 
and the display starts 
at 6.00pm 

Available on the night 
will be a BRQ, Chilli, 
Home made Soup, 
Mulled wine, Beer 
from the barrel. Home 
made cakes. Toffee 
apples, Mince pies, 
Glow m the dark 
bracelets 

Family Ticket - £ 8.00 
Adult Ticket - £ 3.00 
Child Ticket - £1.00 
No unaccompanied 
children under 16 
please Gragnised by 
Friends of Finmere 
School Association - 
raising funds for 
Finmere C of E 
Primary School 

Village Hall, Water 
Stratford Road, 

Emm e re, ne a r Mi It o n 
Keynes MK18 4AT 


North Oxfordshire 
District Scouts 
Fireworks evening, 

Saturday November 9, 
Horley Scout 
Campsite, 7pm 

Ticket prices (in 
advance) Family (2 
adults and 3 children) 
£14, Adults £3, 
Children £3 (On the 

n ‘g ht ) £ 4 

Ticket prices includes 
campfire, fi re wo r ks, 
hot food and drink 
(pi ease advise of any 
dietry requirements at 
time of booking. 
Tickets available from 
N lck Bisson (and 
assistants) 01295 
250840 — please leave 
a message 

Ragley Hall Bonfire 

6 Fireworks 

November 2, gates 
open at 5pm 

There will be 
Fairground rides, food 
stalls and licensed bar. 
Live music will be 
played courtesy of 

Touch FM who will 

also be running 
competitions and 
interacting with 
visitors 

6p m -Bo nfi re lit 
7.15pm - Gates close 

7 30pm - Fireworks 

Fairground rides, food 
stalls, licensed bar and 


l live music continue 
« until 10 pm 

+ Tickets £5 per person, 

* Under 5's free 

; Mote: Please arrive in 

* plenty of time to avoid 

* disappointment as pates will 
l Jose at 7,15pmprompt 

1 and due to the popularity 
; of this event there is likely 
; to he a queue to pet in . 

I If ears are Iff ovemipkt 
I they must he collected 

* between 9am and 11 am on 
l 5" and ay 3rd November 

; Rapky mill be closed after 

* this time. 

; Round Table Oxford 
; Fireworks Night 

: Saturday November 9. 

I Oxford Round Table at 

* S o ut h P a rk's 4 6 th 

* annual Fireworks 
J Display. Oxford's 
' largest Fireworks 

l Display and a bonfire 
l Ail the profits from the 
; night go to local 

* charities. 

I Advance tickets 
: available. Prices £5 50 
; for singles and £13 for 

* a family (2 adults 2 

* children) www 

J oxfordfireworks.co.uk 

■ Gates open 5pm, 

* Fireworks 6.45pm 


These are just a handful 
of local displays. Many 
villages hold firework 
displays. Keep an eye 
on your local notice 
boards for details 
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CHARITIES CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

Saturday November 9, 
Banbury Town Hall, 9.30am 
until 3.30pm. 

Pick up a bargain or 
something special in time foi 
Christmas whilst supporting 
local charities and clubs The 
event is free. 

TOWN MAYOR'S TOY APPEAL 

Monday 25th - Friday 29th 
November. 

Banbury's annual toy 
collection to help children of 
local needy families enjoy 
Christmas. New toys and 
games, or used items in 
excellent condition, suitable 
for ages from birth to teenage 
Working with the Rotary Club 
of Banbury and local families. 
Items can be brought to 
Banbury Town Hall during 
office hours. 



MATT COLLIER 

North Wall Arts Centre, Nov 
12 - 29, 10am - 4pm. 

Matt Collier's practice of 
drawing and painting utilises 
the world of medical, 
anatomical and botanical 
imagery that negotiate a 
hybrid science fiction of 
excessive and sometimes 
decorative bodily 
manipulations His work is 
ex h lb it e d in te rn a 1 10 n al ly 

The North Wall Arts Centre, 
South Parade, 0X2 71N 
Oxford. Tel: 01865 319450 
Email contact@thenorthwall 
com Price: Admission Free 

LIVING CRAFTS FOR CHRISTMAS 

Blenheim Palace, November 
15 - 17, 10am-5.30pm. More 
than 130 British designer- 
makers will be showcasing 



high quality contemporary 
crafts. Choose presents for all 
the family from individual 
gifts and special commissions 
to simple stocking fillers, 
ceramics, millinery toys, 
fashions, designer jewellery 
hand-made soaps, studio glass, 
decorations, wreaths plus 
much more. 

£12, child £6.50. 

GHOST FESI 


Until November 30th, 10am 
onwards Oxford Castle 
Unlocked is transformed into 
a haunted haven for ghosts 
and ghouls of the 1000 year 
old castle site. With 15 
recorded spirits on-site, there 
is p 1 en ty for pa ran o r m a 1 
investigators to explore, up 
the Saxon St George's Tower, 
down mto the ancient crypt 
and through the cells of the 
Georgian prison wing. 

Email: info (A), 
oxfordca stie unloeked co.uk 
for further information Prices 
vary 



GIF! FAIR, WITNEY 

November 2, Langdale Hall, 
10am - 4pm. A wide variety of 
stalls to tempt you, including 
festive gifts, jewellery 
Christmas decorations, 
handcrafted items & so much 
more! Lots to keep the kids 
busy whilst you browse Also, 
refreshments, tombola 
raffle with some fabulous 
prizes, with all proceeds going 
to the West Oxon MS Society 



enjoy a festive celebration of crafts at 




in istnias 


Friday I5 lEl -$tmday I7 Lh November 






CfVF-R 140 tor DESIGNER M\KP.R S 


A majestic SETTW 


IE1M PALACE 


OXFORDSHIRE 


CbodJC A nlimnmg r^xigr [)j kifl’i qUHHiy. ftrUirfJl OJi l U-rrqjoj a TV fif.mfl t«r 

those extra special gilts jor all the huiiilv. Bring the spirit o£ Christmas to life’ 
Tiikrfr vij wiVritt cr 0645 2.IQ ?J ;6 * J C.-f/iAlr:! - * Deldifi flT Q7. >9? £6 * Jt: J 


Manufacturers & designers of bespoke jewellery 
Jewellery re-modelling * Repairs and restoration 
Gold, silver & unwanted jewellery bought or part exchanged 

Dedicated to offering the very best in design 

duality and service y 


50 Parsons Street, Banbury OX16 5NB. Tel 0 f.295 269210- 
www, waterm ansgol dsm iths, co, uk 


Move weep 2013 
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Banbury & Distinct supporters group of Dogs for the 
Disabled are holding their next Craft Fair on Saturday 
November 2 from 1‘lam - 3pm at Carrdus School. 


Stalls include books, toys, |ewellery, wooden items, and 
lots of other lovely gift ideas All proceeds to Dogs for the 
Disabled Price £2 Adults - under 12s free 

Carrdus School, Overthoipe Half Blacklocks Hill, 0X17 
2BS Banbury Tel. 01295 711780 Email, mfo@ 
dogsforthedisabledsupporters org 



Legal Services For You 


Our friendly, cSient focused solicitors can help and guide 
you when you have difficult or complex 
decisions to make in life 

Wills & Probate, Lasting Power of Attorney, 

Personal Tax 

Family Law & Mediation 

Residential Property, Landlord & Tenant Law 

spratt endicott 

SOLICITORS 

52-54 The Green, South Bar Street, Banbury, 0X16 9AB 

01295 204000 

www.se-iaw.co.uk 

e n q u i ri es@se-l aw. co.uk 



CRAFT AND GIFT FAIR 

Rye Hill Gclf Club, 
November 10, Ham -4pm. 
A chance to see and buy 
unique presents for 
Christmas. Refreshments 
available. 

Adults £ 2, Seniors £1. 50, 
Children free. 


* quality crafted work 
! including textiles, 

: ceramics and jewellery 

; For more information 

# 

; see die website www 

* oxcg.co.uk. 

* 

: PUTTING THE HOUSE TO 

; BED 

* 

* 

■ November 28, 

^ Waddesdon Manor, 

: 10.30am - 4pm. 

# 

■ The curatorial and 

-i 

■ housekeeping teams 

I explain and demonstrate 

: how they care for the 

* * 

manor and its collections 
; during the annual winter 
; clean. 



SULGRAVE MANOR MARKET 

November 30, 11am-4pm 
With gifts and crafts Visit 
Father Christmas in a 
winter wonderland. 


; £73 (NT £55) to include 

\ admission, coffee on 

; arrival,, lunch with wine 

I and afternoon tea and 
* 

* cakes. 

* 


Admission £2, free for 
under- 16s. Refreshments 
available all day 



OXFORDSHIRE CRAFT GUILD 
AT CHIPPING NORTON 


; Waddesdon Manor, off 
* the A4'l between 
; Aylesbury and Bicester 
: Tel: 01296 653226, 

■ Email bookings. 

1 waddesdon@ 

! national trust org.uk 



* 

: CARD PRINTING 


November 28 - December 
l t 10am - 5pm, Chipping 
Norton Town Hall. 

Members of the 
Oxfordshire Craft Guild 
will exhibit their high 


- Story Museum, 

^ November 27, 6pm - 

: 9pm 
* 

l Design a Christmas caid 
1 and print 50 copies on 
i the antique printing 
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presses. Cut 3 design into 3 
lino-cut, then book a one-to- 
one session with a msster 
punter to set a message in 
type and print the cards using 
the antique presses A special 
way to share the season's 
greetings! 

Suitable for ages 16+ /SO for 
two sessions and 50 cards 


Loc 

Wildish 


rhirlotlp 

'.jlJilldlll 


m LI FILE DRUM (UNDER-SS) 


Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford 
November 14, 10 30am - 
12. 30pm snd 2pm - 4pm. 

Play lots of noisy drums from 
around the world and make 
one to take home! Free 
drop-in session for under 5s. 
Two sessions: Donations 
welcomed. 


Tel 01865 790050 Email: 

h o no r. d a wkm ss t e a n@ 
sto rym us eum org. uk 

SHOPPING EVENING 

Comm unity C e litre, 

L a m b o ro ug li HI If Wo o t o n, 
November S, 7pm- 9.30pm 

Christmas shopping evening 
with lots of independent 
sellers including jewellery 
gifts, books, hampers and lots 
more. Admission £1 50 to 
include mulled wine. 



WINTER WONDERLAND MARKET 


SPAGHETTI WITH THE YETI 

Blackwell's Bookshop, 

C hildr e ns D ep a r t m e nt, 
November 2, 2pm - 4pm 

Adam and Charlotte Guillain 
will be in-store to share with 
us their new story ‘Spaghetti 
with the Yet/. 

Thro ugh the use of props, 
musical instruments and 
audience participation, the 
authors will act out their 
adventurous tale! 

Ending in puppet making this 
is going to he a fun-filled 
afternoon. This event is Free. 


Langford V ill age School, 
Bicester, November 30, 

Ham-3pm 

Have some fun with the 
children. Find unusual gifts to 
buy Festive market traders will 
be selling an eclectic mix of 
handmade and fair-trade 
p r o due ts, mere ha ndi s e, 
jewellery and accessories to 
festive crafts and gifts and 
seasonal local food. A magical 
atmosphere to ensure the 
community enter into the 
festive spirit Free admission 

Free to enter and all ages are 
welcome 




Sunday 24th November, 12noon - 5.30pm, Banbury 
Town Centre. 


One of the best switch on's in Oxfordshire, will take 
place outside Banbury Town Hall. Emmerdale actor 
Mark Char nock, who plays Marlon Dingle will be 
turning on the lights this year. 

The Town Centre will come alive with a three hour 
programme of stage activities, incorporating live 
music, dance and entertainment. Have fun on the 
large fairground and see Santa waving from the Town 
Hall balcony. Count down with us and watch the 
fireworks Launch Banbury into the festive season. 



English Handmade Frostproof Flowerpots 


Annual Sale 


at Whichford Pottery 

Friday 15th Nov to Sunday 1st Dec lGam to 5pm 

* Th is is the only time of year when 

we discount ALL flowerpots in stock 

* Clearance of weathered and discontinued stock 


Plus...Christmas Shopping 

in the Octagon Gallery at Whichford Pottery 

A cornucopia of handmade gifts... all with the emphasis 
on design, quality, craftsmanship and originality. 


Whichford Portery, Whichford, Nr. Shipston-on-Stour, 
Warwickshire, CV36 5PG. Teh 01608 684416 
www, which fo rdpottery. co ni 
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THE ARTY BIT 


Is todays fast—paced society las mg its love for oilpamfim? 

When I firsl started ill art retail 17 years ago, there 
were two main mediums the artists worked m 
watercolours or oil paints. Acrylic paints lined the 
shelves but were always seen as 'for beginners'. There 
was always much more kudos if you said you were 
learning oils or watercolour. 

There were many television programmes on 
watercolour painting such as 'Watereoloftr Challenge", and 
lAIwjft Cramhaw Paints ,. ' and even more books and 
videos available. It was the obvious choice for many 
starting out, even though it is one of the more difficult 
mediums to grasp 

I began my artistic career painting m oils, but soon 
started working in acrylics as they were easier to teach 
in a small classroom, without the additional smell of 
linseed oil and turpentine needed to work with oil 
paint When I began working for Daler-Rowney as 
their acrylic demonstrator m large shows at the NEC in 
Birmingham, it was clear that acrylics were not the 
medium of choice and it was my mission to change 
people's minds! Over the years the shift has changed 
again — acrylics have become as popular as watercolour, 
and oils have begun to fall by the wayside a tittle. Is our 
fast-paced modern way of living the cause of it? Do 
people have less time to spend waiting for the oil 
paints to dry, favouring the quick, versatile acrylic over 
smelly, slow-drying oil? 

It would of course, be wonderful to see watercolour, 
oil and acrylic all being used equally, but I fear as life 
gets more rushed oil painting w T ill soon be a 'thing of 
the masters' as 'Egg Tempera' (another dying medium) 
has become There are alternatives to traditional oil 
paint however, that are not often publicised, but readily 
available. Alkyds have been available for decades 
These are fast-drying oil paints in a tube, so you do not 
have to w T ait days or weeks for them to dry As they are 
oil-based, you still need turpentine to clean brushes, 
but are a much quicker alternative to traditional oil. 

You could also use an Alkyd Medium which speeds up 
the drying time of ordinary oils There are also now 
Water-Soluble oil paints. These are still proped oil 
paints but have been modified to make them water 
reducible This means no turpentine and they have a 
very low T odour These dry quicker than traditional oil 
paint, but slower than acrylics. These are ideal if you 
like to work m oil but suffer with asthma 

There is nothing quite like the feel, the texture, or the 
flexibility of an oil-based paint, so maybe consider 
trying them out. You can even use them on top of 
acrylic paintings 

So why not give this traditional medium a go J 
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artclass 

with Barry Whitehouse 

THE ARTERY, WHITE LION WALK 



ART DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 


BANBURY MUSEUM 

A Natural Histones Exhibition 
runs in the museum from 30th 
November 2013 —22nd February 
2014 A special exhibition of rare 
and wonderful specimens from the 
Oxford University Museums and 
Collections. With touchable 
specimens for hands-on 
investigation, the exhibition 
explores important themes and ideas that have shaped 
our understanding of the natural world The exhibition 
includes a painting in a medium that many readers may 
never have seen before, Jurassic sepia Drawing with 
sq^ia from the ink sac of the contemporary cuttlefish, 
sepia officinalis, was already common in the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. Painted by Miss Elisabeth 
Philpot (1780 - 1857) The exhibition is available to view 
Mo nday — Saturday 10 am -5p m. Fre e E ntry 



BANBURY AND 
DISTRICT ART 
SOCIETY 

The monthly 
meeting will be held 
on Thursday 7th 
November with a 
talk and acrylic 
demonstration on 
A Bird m the Hoad' 
by calligrapher 
Juliet Banks. The 
Art Society meets at 
the WR.VS Cornhill 
C entre in Banb ury 
Friends and visitors 
welcome Only 
A3.00 on the door 


THE ARTERY, WHITE LION WALK 

afr ee 45 minute Art Demonstration 
on Saturday 30th November at llam 
This month showing how 1 to paint 
water in watercolours. Regular 
weekday watercolour workshops 
including Ten & Ink Wmtry Trees'. 
Ttigures on a §nowy landscape. A 
deaseape\ and 'Sf Marys Church Banb ury 
m Pen & Wash'. Call 01295 275150 to 

book your place or lor more 
information or visit www. 
thearteryonhne.co uk to see all our 
workshops 


The Open Autumn Art Exhibition 
organised by Banbury and District 
Art Society 6th-9th November 
2pm-8pm Wednesday and Friday, 

10 a m - 4p m Sat urday A r tis t s f r o m a 11 
over th e area will be displaying and 
selling their work m a variety of 
mediums. Free entry Axis Gallery, 
Somerville Co ur t, B a nb ury Bus me ss 
Park off the Aynho Road. 


Watercolour Class, Sunday 10th 
November The theme is ‘Pawimp 
Winter Trees' Spaces are limited so 
please call 01295 275150 to book a 
place. The workshop is aimed at 
b egin ne rs a n d r un s fr o m i 0 3 0 a in - 
1pm and costs £10. 



THE AXIS GALLERY, BANBURY 
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HILLIFRS GARDEN CENTRE 


































artsurgery 

SHADES OF AUTUMN: THE 
ARTIST'S COLOUR PALETTE FOR 
AUTUMN 


Autumn has well and truly taken hold now 
and the leaves are changing from greens to 
golden hues and in many cases trees are 
now standing bare. I thought that I would 

share with you a few colours and mixes that I ■find very useful for capturing an 
autumn scene. Early autumn has a wide range of colours as the leaves turn 
from green to yellows and reds, whereas late autumn tends to create muted 
brown and earthy tones. Whatever autumn scene you are painting, remember to 
restrict your palette to as few colours as you can as this helps create a colour 
harmony in your picture. 


AUTUMN GREENS 






MAI CHI IN 


Autumn 

greens 

Autumn 


greens are 
duller and 
less vibrant 
than spring 
and summer 
foliage. Limit 
your yellows 

and blues to those that are away from the 'green 3 
end of the spectrum as this will give less vibrant 
tones. 

Dark green Ultramarine and Cadmium Yellow 
Dull and darker green Ultramarine and Yellow 
Ochre 




HUMMAh.*!! 


D#L. DAH<E««i 


Autumn 
skies 

The skies 
begin to cool 
down from 
the warmth 

of the summer Cerulean blue is a much 
better blue to capture the crispness of 
autumn than Ultramarine. 


LLHL'LLAN “■ LL! 


LKIWUMAffiE 


give mis a gor 


You can see in these two leaf paintings that the 
first one is more ochre in tone indicating that it 
hasn't long fallen, whereas the second leaf is 
more browns and greys showing some decay of 
an older leaf. 
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Yellow Ochre, Burnt Sienna 

Darker Browns: Ultramarine + Burnt Sienna 


Mid-autumn foliage 


AUTUMN SHADES 


■CADMIUM mu?* 


aliVarin ■■■-kj vr-j 


ILLIONCK.HPE 


lAliMPyiYj! Hit 


As autumn progresses 
and the leaves change 
from green to the 
warmer colours we 
associate with autumn, 
start using more reds 
and yellows m the 
mixes You could use 
them 'neat’ for more 

vibrant scenes. They could be mixed together to 
create a range of more subtle tones, or applied 
wet-m-wet if using watercolour. Of course, there 
will still be some greens visible from the East 
changing leaves and the evergreen trees and plants 

Cadmium Yellow, Yellow Ochre, Cadmium Red 
and All sarin Crimson 

Late autumn 
colours 
After all the 
bright colours 
of leaves have 
dropped and 
autumn begins 
to make way for 
winter, the 

colours turn to more brown tones 
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DAD'S BALER 








By Neil Andrew 

A mss an hut, its winter lair. 

Where it didn't require one ounce of care, 
It slumbered quietly beneath a sheet, 

It didn't drink, it didn't eat. 
Convinced was I at infant stage, 

It was a dragon with fearsome rage, 

My childhood thoughts recall I'm sure, 
When I passed it once and heard it snore. 
Then as the year warmed up the land, 

It seemed to know what was at hand, 
Perhaps it smelt how grass had grown, 
And sometime soon would now be mown, 
It seemed to smile as it inhaled, 

And mouthed, debs get this ryegrass baled'. 
That day would dawn. 

With grease gun primed. 

The knotters oiled and duly timed, 

The. PTQ soon made it sing, 

And hoppers filled with sisal string, 

The clanking, whirring humming beast, 
Went to the field, on hay to feast. 
Powered by old red David Brown, 

I watched as rams drove up and down, 

As rows were baled. 

And exhaust grew hot, 

The baler just went and scoffed the lot, 
Of time it never seemed to care. 

Hay went in loose and came out square. 
But then the ram would halt its stroke. 
Lost hay bob tyne and shear bolt broke. 
Soon repaired, back to the grind. 

That trail of sw T eet smelling dust behind. 
Now rows of bales across the field. 

As daylight to the dusk did yield. 

The following day spent carting m, 

Let the stacking of the bays begin. 

And all the fodder, dried and green, 
Every bit had through that baler been, 
Times move on, now bales have wrap, 
The old New Holland resigned to scrap, 
With cabs and heaters, air con too. 

And computers informing what's left to do. 
Do we actually get more done? 

Or back then was there just more sun. 

As old small bales become more rare, 

I miss their scent in the evening air. 
And now when enjoying post harvest drink, 
It makes me of my childhood think. 

Of that old baler, it makes me grin. 

I'm convinced a dragon lay deep within. 
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Bonhams 
Banbury Road 
Shipton-on-Cherwel I 
Kidlington 

Oxford, 0X5 UH^T 
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Archibald Thorburn (British, 1860-1935) 
Pheasant in the snow 
signed and dated 'AThorburn/ 
watercolour and bodycolour 
27 x 18.5cm (10 5/8 x 7 5/1 Sin). 
£4,000-6,000 


International Auctioneers undVnluers - bo Ilhams 

Values stated include buyers premium. Details uaUbe ftinnd or bo 
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Silver, Jewellery & Works of Art 


Wednesday 19 November, 10am to 2pm 


The Old Gaol Museum 
Market Hill 
Buckingham 
MK18 1JX 
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Thursday 20 November, 10am to 2pm 


Hayman Joyce Estate Agents 
28 High Street, 

Broadway 
WR12 7AA. 


* f*. \! *3 


- TO 

t in 


Tuesday 28 November, t 


In aid of Katharlne house Hqspice. '(k 
Banbury Cricket Club 

Our specialists will be available to offer 
free valuations on items that you may be 
considering selling at auction. Valuations 
are free of charge and without obligation 
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Enquiries & Appointments 

Simon Davies 
01865 853643 
oxford@bonhams.com 
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Ali dy Warhol’s !After the Party J (1979), a screen-print, signed, 
dated and inscribed "To Eric" m penal, is up for auction at the 
November 19 Prints Sale in London's New Bond Street It is 
estimated at a value of £6,000-3,000 In total, Warhol's works are 
expected to top £50,000. 

The November Sale will showcase a section dedicated to Warhol 
and the Pop Legacy. It will feature artworks of such Pop generation 
greats as Roy Lichtenstein, Keith Haring, Claes Oldenburg, Tom 
Wesselmann, Jim Dine, Richard Hamilton, and David Hockney. 

In the words of Warhol himself, "one's company, two's a crowd, 
and three's a party" Luckily for Bonhams audits bidders, a total of 
three of his works will be on offer at the upcoming sale. Warhol's 
Eove Triptych ' (1395), a complete set of three colour screen-prints 
depicting lovers entangled m (more than) a kiss, will be a highlight 
Each 66x50cm print is signed and numbered from the edition of 
100 m pencil and has the artist's copyright stamp on the reverse. 
The triptych is estimated to fetch between £22,000 and £50,000. 
Warhol's EtowzrT (1964), an offset colour lithograph, signed and 
dated in ink, is expected to sell for between £8,000 and £12,000. 

Rupert Worrall, Head of Bonhams Prints Department, comments: 
"Warhol's chosen imagery and technique was utterly contemporary 
and ephemeral Yet the Warholian aesthetic is still relevant today 
The Marilyns^ Soup Cam, and Electric Chairs are images of astonishing 
pcwer and durability and their beauty lies m their instant 
•accessibility. Recent auction results demonstrate that demand for 
Warhol prints continues unabated, and in some cases, prices are 
beginning to revisit levels not seen since the boom of 2006-2007". 

For Warhol, the party might have been over, but here at Bonhams, 
the Pop Legacy lives on. 


J.S. AUCTIONS 


FINE ART & ANTIQUES 
ARMS, ARMOUR & MEDALS 

COUNTRY HOUSE INTERIORS 



# A Namikawa Yasuyuki vase. Hammer price £8000 

Valuations for Insurance and Probate 

www.jsauctions.co.uk 

leh 01295 27248S email: cnquiriesiVl jsauctions.eo.iik 





SBRACKLEY 

ANTIQUE CELLAR 


Open 7 days a week 10am-5pm 


Fhd us-wi. 

far ebook 


VOTED BEST ANTIQUE CENTRE 


k AM IOI E3 

AWARDS 
13 




180 DEALERS 
80 SHOWCASES 


:->r 




30,000 sqft of great 
Antiques and Collectables 


* Full disabled facilities 

• Ample free parking * Tea rooms 

Drayman’s Walk, Brackley, North ants 
NNI3 6BE (under Waitrose) 

Tel: 01 280 841841 

www. brackleyantiquecell ar.co. uk 
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ANTIQUES AND 
FINE ART 
10 DECEMBER 


Closing date 
for entries 
10 November 


Tom Merrifield, 

bronze 'Dragonfly', green patina, 
limited edition, signed 3(y50 
Estimate: £500-700 




Auctioneers 


Free verbal valuation days held every Thursday 9.30am - 4.30pm for items being considered 
for sale. No appointment necessary unless a jewellery appraisal is required 


49 Parsons Street, Banbury, 0X16 51MB 
www.holIowaysauctioneers.co.uk 


Telephone: 01295 817777 
enquiries@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 
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Peter Jones 



takes a walk 

. 


through 

J 


Wormleighton 

Shi 


and on to 

. 


some lost 

_ A [ __ _ 

j 

villages 


This month I am starting my walk m 
a small,, tucked away corner of south 
Warwickshire, the village of Wormleighton. 
’ust off the Southam Road about seven 
miles or so north of Banbury many of us 
m this area will have driven past this village 
many tunes, but if you park up and join me 
here, there are some very interesting and 
surprising discoveries to be made. 

As you walk through the village past some 
impressive properties, the gate house of 
Wormleighton Manor appears in front of 
us. It is an impressive grade 2 listed building 
adorned with the crest of the Spencer 
family who still own much of the land and 
property in this area 

lust m front of and slightly to its left is the 
war memorial This is beginning to get a 
little weathered and unreadable We pass 
under the arch of the gatehouse (there are 
no signs to say we cant) and join the well 
marked footpath that takes us east across 
the fields and away from the village. There 
is lots more to see here, but we will discovei 
this on our way back. 

We are now about to cross the route of the 
proposed HS2 railway and the possible site 
of the Stoneton Wind Farm. Both, if they 
ever happen, would make a dramatic unpact 
on this stunning landscape 

The footpath takes us alongside Newfield 


Pool, a real haven of wildlife. To our right 
(and between us) is the site of the old 
medieavai village of Stoneton If the sun is 
low it really accentuates the outline of the 
houses and roads that were once here. This 
is the first of three of these villages on this 
walk - all of which fell into disuse following 
the depradattons of either the English civil 
war or the plague. In the Domesday Book, 
Stoneton is recorded as having a population 
of six villagers, five small holders and three 
slaves! 

The footpath takes us around the back of 
Stoneton Manor which is almost completely 
surrounded by a stunning moat, before 
cutting diagonally across to the road to 
Priors Hardwick. The field has only just 
been planted with what looked like winter 
wheat and the exact track of the path w T as 
difficult to spo t I thought it would make 
sense to stick to the edge of the field 

When we reach it, we cross the road and 
pass through a gate and follow the path to a 
ridge about 50 meters above us. If you turn 
and lookback there are extensive views 
across south Warwickshire and on a clear 
day to the distant Malvern Hills. 

We stick to the path which after |ust over 
half a mile brings us mto the village of 
Priors Hardwick. Here we walk a 100 yards 
or so before taking the path that takes us 
down hill and straight into the churchyard 


The field just before we reach the road and 
the one we cross down to the church again 
shows signs of a long deserted settlement - 
presumably the original village. 

St Marys Church stands in the centre of 
the village and has parts of it that date back 
to the 15th Century It is highly likely that 
there was a church here many years before 
however. The very informative leaflet m 
the church tells me there are three hundred 
tombstones in the churchyard, the oldest 
dating from 1643. 
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Under the floor of the church 
is a very rare and disused hot air 
heating system - a hypocaust - the 
control plate being amongst the 
stone floor flags 

The churchyard was full or what I 
assumed to be mushrooms. They 
looked and sin el t like mushrooms, 
but I really needed the advice of 
my fellow writer, Maggie Chaplin. 

However, after a little thought, 
scrumping mushrooms from a 
graveyard did not feel right. 

As usual I track down a 
commonwealth war grave, but 
somewhat sadly xt is tucked aw T ay 
m a corner and, forgive me Priors 
Hardwick, it was a little neglected. 

On another sad note, where the 
churchyard and the car park meet 
are a line of gravestones to what 
were, obviously well loved dogs. 

The name of one gives me a big clue as to who their master is. 

Opposite, on the green, is the village war memorial, as usual it 
is always upsetting to see several members of the same family 
rem e m b ere don th e m 

We leave the well known Butchers Arms on our right, passing 
the most spectacluar display of begonias m the garden of the 
house nest door and climb up out of the village and back towards 
Wormleighton. Here we reach the the magnificent Hardwick Hill 
House We take the footpath opposite and cross the field to meet 
an old friend. 

Tiie Oxford Canal has been m sight for most of this w T alk and we 
know each other w T ell from a few years back The footpath takes us 
over a bridge and we leave her behind Not for long however. After 
passing Stoneton Farm we drop down onto the towpath for just a 
few yards We take the first bridge we reach and an arrow straight 
footpath back to Wormleighton 

As vre enter the village from the north there are some picturesque 
chocolate bos cottages and the church appears m front of us. 

Before we go into the church we take a concrete covered road 
down to the sewage works and climb the stile into the field 

Here we come across our third 
medieaval village and the outlines 
m the field show that at its peak it 
was pretty big. 

Retracing our steps back up 
to the church we can glimspe 
through the trees a small expanse 
of water It is a fairly big pond, 
but unlike most, the water is 
crystal clear and there were many 
Crucian caip basking in the 
afternoon sunshine 

It is highly likely that this pond is 
a relic from medieaval times when 
many large houses had fishponds 
where freshwater fish like carp, 
pike, perch and tench would be 
kept m readiness for the kitchens. 


Because fish was a significant part of the medieval diet (it was 
served on days when meat was forbidden} medieval cooks needed 
to ensure a constant supply However I have now discovered that 
this pond is called Washbrook and was originally used as a sheep 
dip — I still prefer my interpretation however! 

St Peters Church is on our left This is a grade 1 listed building and 
has been here for approaching 1000 years! It is full of features and 
history - far more than I would be abie to write about - it is well 
worth a visit 

The one feature that appealed to me was a 17th century carving 
of a Bishop wearing spectacles. According to the College of 
Optometrists this is the earliest known reproduction m figurative 
art of any person wearing spectacles with sides! 

After the church we reach the manor house, or rather, what 
remains of it We can see the north wing and are able to tell what a 
magnificent house it once was. In 1645, loyalist forces from nearby 
Banbury set fire to Wormleighton Manor to prevent it becoming a 
parliamentary stronghold, causing extensive damage. Asa result, 
Wormleighton Manor was abandoned by the Spencer family as 
a family residence after the English Civil War, they developed a 
distinguished home at Althorp which remains the Spencer seat to 
this day 
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XW&QAAt/* ♦ ♦ Gladstone Small 


So far in these series of chats we have met a 
celebrity chef, a Hollywood film star and a rock 
star...this month I get the chance to talk with 
another Four Shires' personality. Cricketing hero 
Gladstone Small. 

We meet in a lovely converted barn that Gladstone has 
moved to in north Oxfordshire Here, over a cup of coffee 
he tells me about the journey that started over 51 years ago 
m Barbados and what has now brought him to our part of 
the world 

Gladstone was born m the parish of St Georges in 
Barbados and as he grew up he played cricket almost 
everyday of his life - except Christmas Day when his 
mother insisted he joined the family at church 

He told me that the biggest England cricket supporter he 
ever met was his grandfather m Barbados! He loved the 
history of the game and his knowledge of English cricket 
was second to none. In his 92 years he never once left 
Barbados, if any of his children or grandchildren wanted to 
see him, they had to go to him! 

Gladstone^ father had moved to England some years earlier 
and worked for British Leyland in Birmingham When 
Gladstone was 14 his father brought him and the rest of his 
family over to join him. 

Gladstone told me “The flights from the Caribbean 
arrive first thing m the morning and even though it w T as 
September 1 had never been so cold in all my life. As we 
drove north up the Ml (the M40 had not yet been built) it 
got greyer and colder.. ” 

Home was in Acocks Green and Gladstone was soon 
playing cricket for lus school, Moseley 

“I w T as playing for Moseley against Camp Hill Old boys w T ho 
after the match approached me to play for them As I did 
not go to that school, strictly speaking I was not allowed 
to play for them, but they changed their constitution which 
had stood for over 100 years to let me in” 

Spotted by Warwickshire he was offered a. contract which 
surprised him, “I had no idea. I was going to get paid for 
playing, I would have played for nothing!” 

He went on to spend nearly 20 years w T ith Warwickshire 
and was part of the team that in 1994 w r on the treble, the 
County Championship, The Sunday League and the Benson 
and Hedges Cup. 

His Birmingham and Warwickshire base soon earned him 
the nickname, of “The Bajun Brummie”, of which he is 
very proud 
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But his leal moment of glory came in the 1986-87 Ashes 
m Australia when in the fourth test in front of nearly 
60,000 people at the Melbourne Cricket Ground he took 
5 wickets for 48 runs m the first innings and a further two 
wickets in the second. As well scoring 21 runs he also took 
the catch that won the match, and to cap it all was made 
man of the match 

When I asked him who was the best batsman he ever 
bowled to, without hesitation he said “Viv Richards” and 
the best bowler he faced, “Malcolm Marshall”. 

Likewise Ins favourite grounds “Sydney, Lords, Edgbaston, 
Melbourne and of course, the Oval in Bridgetown, 
Barbados” 

At the age of 33 he became a student at Manchester 
Metropolitan University where he studied sports science, 
which has helped 111 his post playing career 

Lie spent nearly nine years following retirement as a 
director of the Professional Cricketers Association and is 
now an ambassador for them as well as being a consultant 
to ITC Sports which still sees him travelling the world 
following the great game. 

“I was bought up in the country and I love living here in 
the Oxfordshire countryside,” he said 

Gladstone is a very content person and a great 
conversationalist but he is first and foremost a sportsman. 
He is as competitive as ever, especially on the golf course 
where he plays off a very respectable 10 handicap He has 
recently become a member at Chipping Norton. If you see 
him, say hello, but it might not be a bad idea to sit dowui, 
he tells great stories 



KIRTLINGTON POLO FUNDRAISER 

Kiitlingtoii Park Polo Club held a fundraiser recently for the 
Berks, Bucks and Ox on Air Ambulance The air ambulance flies 
missions two or three times a day, and it costs approximately 
£2,000 for each lift! 

Organiser Vanessa White!ey was herself lifted to safety in 2011 
from the club when her horse tripped and fell on top of her. 

She was left unconcious with multiple internal injuries. The air 
ambulance played a large part in her surviving the accident. This 
vital service costs £2m a year to run, but has no government 
funding 

During the polo event there was a delicious hog roast, and great 
matches to enjoy La Rufina beat Strategic 7-5 m the last chukka 
for the trophy and Las Cazadores turned it around to beat La 
Golandnna 5-4 in the sub final 

Pictures by Jonathan Wain 






Pictures show: 1: La Rufina players beat Strategic to the 
win, players are - Work Brown, Lynne Pat more, Julio 
Sepulveda and Nico Fontanarrosa with Vanessa White ley 
2: Air Ambulance stand 3: Vanessa White ley 4: Jen 
Gamache, Isabelle Carr and Chicky Whiteley 5: Belinda 
Whiteley 6: Magic Mike - the groundsman and Willie 
Reeve 7: Lucy and Caroline Evetts 8: Katy Peagram, Ricky 
Iruffer and Melissa Wadfey 9: Strategic play La Rufina 10: 
La Gofondrina played Las Cazadores with Las Cazadores 
coming out on top of the sob final II: Strategic players, 
Peter CXRorke, Sebastian Chialvo, Pete Crawford and Matt 
Evetts 12: Charles Smyth-Osbourne 
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Four Shires farming of old 




Following last month’s feature oil the Upper 
Boddmgton Vintage Association show, Roger 
Cooper took his camera to a meeting of the Steam 
Plough Club held on the slopes of the Burton 
D assett Hills near Fenny Compton Here we get 01 

to life on the farm before modern 
chmery transformed the processes 


more msn 



23 Four Shires November 201 3 

















Four Shires farming of old 






WnBrStm^m' 


i ■ 1 • 

' ^lr - vt j -r>••' >•-“•;■. ,y 

u-k.? fcjKj*. • -i • /* , jbbtTjC %■ .rjit :Bp r’’ 

|9T ' * 'ii » J j. 








■ 



. Jg IjPgPy 






If ■ JT- 


" m W 1 
1 1 1 


-/Vex .* .u,, 'Vur {£■■ 

Rq|H|K-| 



IfT T 

■ 1 ij 







* » -. ; ’ j* 

it”..!" 

.'" r r* ; 6 L ‘■«| fa| Ai'’.r'i. 

' . ^■■P'qL | _r ',*.'.’- _'1lf 



Noveweep 201 3 


Four Shires 2 9 























Four Shires 

HOMES & INTERIORS 



SITE WORK BEGINS AT LONGFORD PARK 


Work has begun to deliver Ranburyk largest outstanding 
housing development which will see the creation of nearly 
1,100 homes over the next 10 years. 

Developers Taylor Wimpey, Barratt Homes and Bovis 
Homes have started site assembly work on the Longford 
Park development on land south of Bankside and east of 
Oxford Road in Banbury 

The works involve the creation of necessary provisions 
including drainage, water accessibility and infrastructure 
which are required for the developers to deliver the site ? s 
approved 1,092 homes, primary school and associated 
amenities 



The development will cover an area of 75.1 hectares and will 
consist of two., three, four and five bedroom homes, of which 
approximately 30 per cent will be classed as affordable. 


Aside from the properties there will be associated facilities 
including a primary school, local shops, a pub, community 
facilities and 2,200 square metres of employment space. 

A large park/ recreational area will also feature within the 
development 

Access to the site is currently via the Oxford Road in Bodicote 
and once the assembly works are complete, work to build the 
first homes is expected to commence in spring next year It is 
expected tire first 50 properties will be finished in 2014/ 2015 
and that the entire site will be completed by 2023/ 2024. 

A second development area, to the south east of the existing 
site, has also been earmarked for the provision of another 400 
homes within the Cherwdl Local Flan. However as a planning 
application lias not been submitted for this site, no developer 
has been appointed and no further details are available 



market comment 

Matthew Allen of Fisher German Estate Agents reviews recent 
market activity for people thinking of selling this year 
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"still good level of activity 
as winter approaches J } 


* help to buy scheme increases 
demand 

* over £15 billion mortgage 
approvals in August 

* looking forward to a positive 2014 

* still lack of supply in most 
price brackets 


Contact Matthew at matthew.allen@ftshergerman.co.uk * 01295 271555 * www.fishergerman.co.uk 
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15 offices 

selling across the UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 I www.fishergerman.co.uk 







rarely available opportunity 

* 2 reception rooms, garden room 

* kite hen/breakfast room, utility 

* 4 double bedrooms 

* double garage, gardens, parking 

* far reaching views 

* in all about 1.038 acre 

* EPC rating E 

* joint agents Butler Sherbom 01451 830731 

* guide price E600.000 


































































15 offices 

selling across the UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 | www.fishergerman.co.uk 




former coach house 

* 2 reception rooms, study/bedroom 4 

* kite hen/breakfast room, utility room 

* master bedroom suite with dressing area 

* 2 further bedrooms, bathroom 

* garage, private enclosed gardens 

* EPC rating E 

* guide price £550,000 



Cropredy, Oxfordshire 


detached 4 bedroom village house 

* large sitting room, dining room 

* newly fitted kitchen, utility room 

* 4 first floor bedrooms (1 en-sulte) 

■ garage, parking, courtyard garden 

* peaceful village location 

* EPC rating F 

* guide price E385 r QQ0 



FISHER GERMAN 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 





























15 offices 

selling across the UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 I www.fishergerman.co.uk 








smallholding with buildings 
and 30 acres 

* lot 1 - traditional & modern buildings, 
in all c. 5 acres-guide £150,000 

* tot 2 - traditional pasture land. 

in all c. 20.46 acres - guide £150,000 

* lot 3 - traditional meadow land, in 
all about 4.72 acres-guide £25,000 




























































Anker 


ankerandpartners.co.uk 

01295 271414 

Sales 

Chartered! Surveyors | Valuers | Estate Agents Lettings and Management Auctioneers 



BODICOTE £279,950 



ADDERBURY 


£255,000 


A VERY WELL PRESENTED THREE BEDROOMED SEMI DETACHED 
HOUSE WITH FLEXIBLE MODERN ACCOMMODATION LOCATED 
ON THIS HIGHLY REGARDED ROAD ON THE EDGE OF THIS 
POPULAR VILLAGE 


A WELL PRESENTED COTTAGE STYLE SEMI DETACHED THREE 
BEDROOMED HOUSE IN A PLEASANT NO THROUGH ROAD IN 
THIS HIGHLY REGARDED VILLAGE 


Porch Hallway Dining room ] Sitting room | Modern Kitchen 
Lobby Ground floor shower room | Study/bed room four Three 
first floor bedrooms Family bathroom with white suite | Off road 
c ar parki n g Law ned front ga rd en Large I awn ed rear g a rd e n 
Energy rating C 


Hall | Cloakroom Sitting room Dining room | Kitchen Three 
bedrooms Re-fitted bathroom | Gas ch via radiators I Garage 
and off road parking | Good sized rear garden Energy rating E 




NORTH NEWINGTON 


AN 


£197,500 DASHWOOD ROAD 


TERRACE PERIOD COTTAGE CONSTRUCTED OF STONE 
J FILE WHICH HAS BEEN TASTEFULLY MODERNISED IN RE¬ 
CENT YEARS LOCATED IN A PLEASANT VILLAGE 

Sitting room with open fire Re-fitted kitchen/dining room | 
Landing Two bedrooms | Bathroom | Heating Double glazing 
Pretty cottage garden | Well presented throughout | Energy 
rating F 


£179,950 


A 

A 


N EXGEF 


PTIONAL 
APARTMENT IN A I 
WITHIN WALKING 
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TWO 


\jD EXCLUSIVE 
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| Communal entrance Hall | Stairs and Landing | Large private 
hall | Large sitting room/dining room Kitchen with integrated 
appliances Master bedroom with en-suite shower room 
Further double bedroom Gas CH via rads uPVC Double 
glazing Allocated and visitors parking communal gardens 
Lock up storage/bicycle shed | Energy rating C 


31-32 High Street Banbury I 0X16 5ER 
post@ankerandpartners.co.uk 

A reputation built on trust and experience 
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01295 271414 
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WROXTON 


WARDINGTON 


GREATWORTH 


* £795 PCM 

A SPACIOUS TWO BEDROOMED STONE 
COTTAGE WITHIN A COURTYARD SETTING 
LOCATED IN THIS PICTURESQUE VILLAGE TO 
THE NORTH WEST OF BANBURY 

Hall sitting room! dining room with inglenook fire¬ 
place and wood burner f cloakroom | kitchen utility 
room | two double bedrooms with built in wardrobes | 
family bathroom courtyard garden to the rear and 
parking- j Energy rating F 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 


* £1750 PCM 

A STONE BUILT DETACHED PERIOD PROPERTY 
WITH WELL PROPORTIONED ACCOMMODATION 

SITUATED IN THIS VILLAGE NORTH OF BANBURY 
WITH EASY ACCESS TO JUNC. 11 OF THE M40 

Porch large reception hall . cloakroom | very large 
main reception room j spacious kltchen/dining room 
| utility room garden room/office oi playroom | mas¬ 
ter bedroom with en-suite shower room three further 
bedrooms large family bathroom extensive off road 
parking to front double garage large gardens to rear 
Energy Rating F 

Furnished - Available Mid/end September 2013 


* £1500 PCM 

AVERY SPACIOUS BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED 
FOUR BEDROOM ED DETACHED HOUSE SITU¬ 
ATED IN A NO THROUGH ROAD IN THIS QUIET 

VILLAGE EAST OF BANBURY 

HalIway titt&d kitchen with integrated appiiances 
very large utility room walk in pantry | lounge with 
open fireplace dining room | three double bedrooms 
one with balcony j one single bedroom j family bath¬ 
room separate shower room garage with off street 
parking for several cars pretty well stocked gardens 
Energy rating E 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 


PROPERTY 


REQUIRED 
FOR LETTING 


Landlords - We are an established Lading Agency with over 50 years combined experience 
We currently require all types of property in all locations to add to our register. 
Services are tailored to meet individual client requirements. Our fees are competitive. 




BODICOTE 


WROXTON 


* £725 PCM 

A RARE OPPORTUNITY TO ACQUIRE A SPA¬ 
CIOUS THREE BE GROOMED APARTMENT IN THE 
COUNTRYSIDE LOCATED BETWEEN THE SOUGHT 
AFTER VILLAGES OF WROXTON AND HORLEY 


* £995 PCM 

A VERY WELL PRESENTED SPACIOUS THREE 
BE GROOMED SEMI DETACHED HOUSE LOCATED 
ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THIS POPULAR VILLAGE 
TO THE SOUTH OF BANBURY 


Communal hallway spacious entrance hall sitting- 
room | din ingroom kitchen | three bedrooms bathroom 
double glazing | car parking area communal gardens 
and grounds use of part of the gardens no pets 
Energy rating F | 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 


Hallway Lounge Large kitchen,'dining room/family 
room Two double bedrooms single bedroom family 
bathroom large enclosed rear garden garden to front 
garage and off street parking | Energy rating D 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 



WESTBEECH COURT 

* £650 PCM 

A TWO BED ROOMED SPACIOUS MAISONETTE SIT¬ 
UATED IN A POPULAR RESIDENTIAL AREA WITHIN 
WA LKING DISTAN QE Q F BAN BU R Y TOWN C ENT RE 


] Spacious lounge fitted kitchen/breakfast room with 
white goods double bedroom single bedroom 
shower room | gardens to rear 

Energy Rating E 

Unfurnished * Available end November 2013 


THE PROFESSIONAL LETTING AGENTS... TALK TO US FIRST 


31-32 High Street | Banbury 0X16 5ER 
post@ankerandpartners.co.uk 

A reputation built on trust and experience 



















































Four Shires homes & interiors 



Open 
the door 
of your 
business 
to over 
40,000 
Four 
Shires 
readers 


Cail 01295 709 999 for a 
competitive advertising package 


HOT COLOUR PALETTES FOR 
COOLER MONTHS 


Why not Consider cranking op the heat m your living or family 
room by painting your walls in spicy shades of red, yellow or orange 
to chase away the autumn and winter blues. Keep in mind that 
pure, high-intensity versions of these hues can feel overwhelming, 
especially in a small space that gets little to no natural light If you 
have a small living room or lack ample windows, try keeping the 
majority of the space white or bathed in a light neutral, then turn up 
the volume by adding splashes of a more vibrant color 

If you are flirting with the idea of painting your walls a bold 
colour, consider painting one accent wall or a section of one wall. 
You 11 get a nice dose of colour that feds fun instead of stress 
inducing. Another option is to use toned-down versions of your 
favorite warm hue. This doesn't have to mean pink for red or 
pastel peach for orange, instead find a lighter shade that has some 
gray or taupe in it It will look sophisticated and still give you a 
touch of the colour you crave. 

If you have interesting architecture colour can be used to 
emphasize it. Small splashes of eye-popping orange and red look 
great against white walls and ceilings Theses colours also work 
well if you have a. rich wood floor. 

You can get away with pretty much any colour in a space with 
tall ceilings and one that has slot of natural light However one 
downside if you have a wall of windows, is a lack of wall space on 
which to hang art Colour can be an easy fix, paint a small section 
m a dramatic colour. 

Proceed with caution when using bright primary colours If you 
overdo them your space may be in fear of resemhieing a fast food 
restaurant One way of using bright primary colours well comes if 
the majority of your room is dad m wood tones and white, so red 
and yellow for example, offer nice accents of colour. 

Open-concept flooi plans will be around for some time, but 
one complaint people have about them is that ids a challenge 
integrating the different spaces that serve different functions One 
strategy to get a cohesive look is to pick a neutral background 
palette, say, shades of tan or gray and then punctuate here and 
there with one or two more vibrant hues You could add colour 
through fixtures and fittings, copper on the lights and yellow 
cushions and accessories, for example will make and open plan 
space eye catching but fairly restrained colorwise. 

If you opt to paint entire walls in dark or bold colours, be sure to 
balance out the strong hues with light and neutral accents. Use 
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Four. Shires homes & interiors 



furniture and accessories that doift compete with the strong It your living room is calm and quiet col our wise you can still 
wall colour you choose. add some interest and a soothing quality by created a pallette 

With autumn in full swing, you may find yourself drawn to from using multiple shades of one color. Light and dark 

richer, deeper colours. Darker doors, such as stained wood in browns and taupes mixed with some small hits of rich red- 

a contemporary space can work well. orange hues can work lovely You could easily pump up the 


Dark floors tend to suck a lot of light, though, so they work coloui b 7 using of the boider hues fot accent wall or 
best in spaces that are well lit and open. for painting furniture 


ClIERWELL 


TRADITION <2f QUALITY 


windows • doors • conservatories • orangeries 



www.chcrwcllwindows. co. uk 
Unit G3, Marley Way, Banbury, 0X16 2RL 

(Telephone) 01295 270938 
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f u c'w^j 


master fhatoh&rs 


(Exceptional th 
since 1990 


Thatching Specialists in,., 

1/ Combed Wheat Reed & Water Reed 
%/ Complete Roofs & Replacement Ridges 
1/ Emergency Repairs Undertaken _ 


Give us a call for details on 

07887 556 344 or 01295 709 030 


www.stuaitviqgers.com 


"NAUTICAL BUT NICE!" 

SEA INSPIRED FURNITURE FOR A NAUTICAL LOOK 



Little Tree Furniture has a stunning collection that brings that 
on-trend nautical look into the home. Not only do the stunning 
pieces have a distinctive nautical look, the wood used to create 
them is reclaimed from 150 year old sea boat timbers. Every 
item of furniture has its own fascinating story - like every soul 
that has crossed the seven seas! 

Every piece of furniture is slightly different making each item 
truly unique The wood has a natural worn look that makes 
for a fabulous authentic nautical style The colourful markings 
resonate from the wood's previous life — which complements 
the style beautifully:, a classic piece of furniture that is stunning 
to look at. 

The varying colours also make the pieces truly inimitable and 
create a talking point in any home 

for further information and stockists you can go online at 
www.littietreefuiiiitiire.co.uk or ring 01424 734191 




Sky Broadband 


THE 




A MONTH 


:h Magic Eye Offer with every new install 
- FREE^ky^tTanother room 


Sky* 




FANTASTIC 

EPIC 

AMAZING 

Sky+ 

Sky TV 

Sky Go 


BRILLIANT 


Individually greaL Together unbeatable. 

terms end conditions apply 

Call us today for truly awesome value 


ESTABLISHED RQR OVER 50 YEARS 


FAST 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE 

Shy |CCTV|BBC Fieevle* TV |BBC Fsesal TV |Mu tl loom TV |0l5trliJUtbn|HD TV Distrlbu! on 


CCTV 

SYSTEMS 


HDTV 

Distribution 


digitairVl 


Freevlew 


TV, Radio and Sateitile Aerials Supplied and Fitted Extra points 
around the house Fast emergency repairs 


Your ONLY Local 
RDJ Qualified 
Digital Installer 


Working closely with local businesses 

Tel: 01295 250206 


www. banb uiyaerials, com 

FREEPHONE 


Yrtvr local 
Sky' QMflCrt 


Visit i/tpur Inca: 
Sky expert today 


0500 364646 

Ttiorpe Close. Banbury. OX16 4SW 
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BANBURY WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES LTD 


DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES, WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE 'LIVING ROOM’ ORANGERY AND THE BLFOLD DOORS, AS SHOWN 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 


W 

HomePro 

_ — Insurance 



FENSA 


PROflL€2$ 


nlintfBiffr! 



Registered Company 


% 




* 1 ■•f fc 


Showroom at 

17 Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
Email gray@banwindows.freeserve.co.uk Web www.banwin.co.uk 
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TOUGH 



Tour de Trigs 






The toughest non-stop 
Hcouniry endurance exercise 


50 Mile Senior Hike {‘for 15yrs+’) 

JC3F- iSjthy 

30 Mile Junior Hike (14yrs - 17yrs inc) 


07 / 12/2013 

08 / 12/2013 

www.toiiriietrlgs*org.iik 
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NEW NURSERY CLASSROOM AT 
WINCHESTER HOUSE SCHOOL 



Winchester House School in 
Brackley has recently opened 
a new nursery classroom and 
newly developed 'Early Years 
Foundation Stage — Nursery 
and Reception facility 1 

The building was completed 
m August this year and was 
officially opened by the Mayor 
of Brackley Peter Rawlinson 
(pictured with Mead Mark 
Seymour). 

The new nursery classroom 
is large and airy and provides 
modern, light facilities with floor to ceiling windows, a 
dedicated wet and messy area and interactive white boards 



Bloxham School 

Co-educational day and boarding for ages 11-18 


Entrance and Scholarship 
Examinations for entry in 
September 2014 

(These exams will be held in January 2014) 


To arrange a visit or 
register, email 

registrar@bloxhamschool.com 
or call 01295 724301 or 720222 
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QUAKER THEATRE GROUP AT SIBFORD SCHOOL 



Pupils at Sibford School near 
Banbury marked National 
Quaker Week with a 
performance from the Plain 
Quakers Theatre Projects 

'Nine Parts a Quaker ... 
unfinished business"' tells the 
story of Thomas Clarkson 
who worked with William 
Wilber force and the Quakers 
in a 40-year fight to end the 
misery of slavery in the 19th 
century 

Researched, written., directed 
and performed by Mike Casey 
and Arthur Pritchard, the play 
is intercut with stories of 
modern slavery 

Said Mike and Arthur "Todays play is an updated version of a piece written in 
2007 to mark the hi-centenary of the abolition of the slave trade Since then the 
fact that many forms of human slavery still exist in our own century has become 
more widely known. We hope that the play is a small contribution to raising 
awareness of this ugly and abusive trade 

Pictured: Arthur Pritchard (let!) and Mike Casey with Sibford pupils Beth Hughes and 
Gareth Bown. 



EXHIBITION AT HESTLETINE GALLERY 




The He s detine Gallery at Chen dent 
school m Middleton Cheney will be 
hosting The Royal Photographic Society 
International Print Exhibition 156 

The exhibition will run until Friday 13th 
December 2013 and is open Monday — 
Friday 9.00 am — 5.00 pm, Sundays 17th 
November 10am — 4pm, 24th November 
2pm — 4pm and 8th December 2pm - 
4pm. 


A 



A modern first class reliable service for 
all your coaching needs 

✓ * .. ... 


H! 'H'lll 
ki-uim in.it r itn 


14-70 seat coaches available 


Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, OX16 4RZ 
www.cheneyccaches. co. u k travel@cheneycoaches.co.uk 

V_ 



HJf Approach new ideas 
with discernment. 


Qibford 

School 

DAY & BOARDING CO-EDUCATIONAL I AGES 3-18 

www.sibfordschooi.co.uk 

Sibford School, nr Banbury, Oxfordshire 0X15 5QL 


Whole School Open Morning 

Friday 15 November 

from 9.45am 
for further details call 

01295 781203 A 
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2013 SILVERSTONE CLASSIC 

The 2013 Silverstone Classic not only lived up to its billing as 
the worlds biggest classic motor racing festival but surpassed 
all expectations by establishing a host of new benchmarks and 
records. The huge three-day extravaganza boasted its biggest 
ever entry as well as record attendance of 90,000, up from 
83,500 1112012 

Spanning nine decades of glorious motor sport history, this 
year's incredible line-up of 24 races set a new world record 
With 1104 entries in 2011, the Silverstone Classic was already 
in the record books as the biggest race meeting ever staged 
anywhere on the globe Nou t tins year's event has broken its 
own record with an unprecedented entry totaling no fewer 
than 1113 of the world's finest and most authentic histone 
racing cars. 

Among the record crowd savouring the spectacular show were 
the L" uke of Kent, three-time world FI champion Sir jackie 
Stewart and veteran commentator Murray Walker. 

It wasn't only the am axing line-up of races that stole the 
headlines, though Adding to the dazzling show; more than 
8000 classic cars adorned the busy Silverstone infield Aston 
Martin marked its centenary as 'featured marque' on Saturday 
while the UK's largest gathering of Lamborghmis (numbering 
more than 80 magical models) celebrated the Italian supercar 
company's 50th birthday 

Sunday however, was dedicated to Porsche A special parade 
was organised to mark 50 years of the iconic Type 911 
Thanks to Porsche Club GB and its enthusiastic members the 
original target of 911 cars was smashed with a world record 
1208 taking to the track Adding to the sense of occasion, the 
cavalcade was led by five-time Le Mans winner with Porsche, 

E erekBell together with Mark Porsche, son of Ferdinand 
L Butxf Porsche, designer of the original Type 911 first unveiled 
in 1963. 

"It has just been phenomenal/' reported event director, Nick 
Wigley “Whichever way you look, the Silverstone Classic has 
gone fantastically well. Every year the event iust gets bigger 
and bigger. Once again, we've hit some record numbers and 
there's been a fantastic increase in ticket sales. Ifs incredible to 
see Siow T this event has developed over the last few years and, 
while the weekend was a huge success, we are already working 
flat out to ensure that the 2014 Classic next July will be even 
bigger and better 
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Artemesia, a fourth century queen of the Greets 
and Persians was renowned amongst her 
contemporaries for her still as a botanist and 
herbalist, and a whole genus of plants was named in 
her honour — the artemesias. There are around 200 
plants in the group, most of which, like 
southernwood for example, are aromatic and many 
have silvery foliage that makes them popular as 
decorative garden plants 

One of the wild artemesias, mugwort, is common in 
the Four Shires and is to be found on waste ground 
and roadside verges The stem is reddish brown, the 
green leaves small and sparse, and the flowers, 
although borne in their hundreds, are a dull buff 
colour. Despite its capacity to grow to over 6ft high 
and having lots of showy relatives, you could easily 
miss it. Look for it next time you park in Spice ball! 

Mugwort was known in Druidic and Anglo Saxon 
times as "The Mother of Herbs" Nine special herbs 
were credited with the ability to ward of evil and 
combat the effects of poison, and mugwort was one 
of them. It was also associated with witchcraft. 

It is said that mugwort helped to prevent Roman 
soldiers getting foot sore on long marches and that 
it may have been specially planted alongside roads 
so they could easily pick some and put it in their 
sandals, but which bit would they pick? 

Mugwort blooms from May right through to the end 
of November and during the latter part of that time 
the stems are twiggy, the tiny oval flower heads 
would irritate rather than soothe and a soldier would 
be hard pressed to collect one sandalful of leaves, 
let alone two! The plant would probably only be 
useful in the spring and early summer when young. 

The idea of putting mugwort in the shoes persisted 
at least into 17th century England The herbalist 
William Coles writing at the time claimed 

“if a footman take mugwort and put it into his 
shoes m the morning lie may go forty miles before 
noon and not be weary" Coles would have been 
referring to the footmen who ran beside coaches to 
look out for potential hazards, rather than 
household servants, but one still wonders what time 
17th century footmen got up m the morning! 

As a culinary herb mugwort was, and stifl is, used as 
a flavouring for a variety of meats, especially game 
and m stuffing for duck and goose. Like its cousins, 
it is aromatic when crushed and is one of the few 
members of the artemesia family that is palatable. 
Most are very bitter to taste. 

Mugwort has a serious fault If you're a keen walker 
and are tempted to line your boots with it, and if 
you're also a martyr to hay fever — beware! One of 
the worst culprits at causing hay fever has been 
shown to be mugwort pollen and just one plant 
produces an awful lot of it. Weary feet might be 
preferable. 




THE MONTH OF MELLOW FRUITFULNESS 


The oil seed rape is off to a good start and the cultivation 
of some of the fields has seen a mass of slug eggs 
appearing but all in all it } s not looking to bad down on 
the farm* 




October is the month oi mellow fruitfulness. 

As I pen this during the first week of October the gentle 
all-enveloping mists of autumn aie forming m the river valley 
The trees are beginning to "turn" and the workshop robin has 
changed his tune. The guttural challenge of the rutting fallow 
bucks can be heard on the still morning air - before the 
morning's M40 rat run through village drowns them out. Before 
anyone challenges me, it is only the male of the red and sika deer 
that are called stags with the females being known as hinds, the 
roe and fallow 7 males are bucks and the females are does. We have 
a good population of Roe on the farm, but it is only in the last 
few 7 years that the fallow have started to move in. 

By the time this hits the door mat, the autumn planting should be 
over, the oil seed rape that went in during the first w 7 eek of 
September is going away we 11 and will soon be going into its 
dormancy period As I write, the wheat drilled m the last w T eek 
of September is beginning to come through, all the remaining 
winter wheat land is receiving its second visit from the cultivator 
and will be planted before the drilling team takes a well-earned 
rest m the New 7 Forest during half term so I hope they get some 
good weather. 


underground The grey tie 3d slug has become an increasing 
problem. For some years now we have been using minimal 
cultivation techniques with no ploughing to get the crops 
established with considerable savings on time and fuel This year 
however, m an attempt to get on top of an ever growing grass 
weed problem the plough came out of hibernation and we turned 
over 100 acres of the w x orse affected land The ploughed fields 
were cultivated down to produce a seed bed which was allowed to 
: green up J before being given a chemical treatment to take out any 
germinating grass w 7 eeds. I set the plough down to a depth of eight 
inches (to get through the pan created last year). Ploughing at this 
depth put the black grass seed down out of harm’s way but it also 
brought up masses or slug eggs! I have never seen so many, with 
some parts of the turned over fields taking on a white sheen 
These eggs w 7 ere an added bonus for the ever present flocks of 
gulls, rooks and starlings that always appear whenever we move any 
soil. What eggs the birds missed would not have lasted very long 
exposed in the bright sunlight. 

Perhaps it’s time for a crop establishment rethink, as for the time 
being at ieast, the cost of grass control chemicals and slug pellets is 
more than the cost of extra tractor fuel? 


The rams are now 7 out with the March lambing flock and the 
mule ewe lamb replacements that came down 
from the north of England at the end of 
September, will go to the ram m 
December to lamb in April It 
seems that early spring is 
already set to be very busy 
Before then the last of this 
year's lamb crop will need to 
come inside for f finishing’ 
and once the field w T ork is 
done the lambing sheds 
are long overdue for 
some refufbish m en t. 

What a difference a year makes! 

12 months ago we were battling 
some of the w T orst planting conditions I 
have ever known on this farm, with the 
soil so w 7 et and cold that even where w 7 e 
managed to get on with the drill much of 
the seed just sat there and rotted. The seed that did 
manage to germ mate was hit by the slugs 

This tune around we have perfect seed beds with enough 
moisture to get the seed off to a good start but not enough to 
bring the slugs up from their hot, dry weather hibernation deep 


That choice will be subject to some considerable debate m the 

farm office once this year’s planting 
campaign has been completed! 

He Hum... 





M 
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PREPARING FOR WINTER 

Getting your garden ready for the winter is mostly 
a matter of cleaning up and covering up. As autumn 
progresses and temperatures drop, those plants that 
aren J t killed outright by frost prepare for dormancy 

Clear out the blackened stems and foliage of annual 
flowers and vegetables to prevent the possibility of 
their harboring disease pathogens and insect eggs 
over the winter The cool weather is a good time to 
make a cold frame, dig and box in raised beds, and 
make general repairs. 

Whilst it appears as if all activity m the garden 
has stopped, there's a lot going on under the 
soil until it freezes Newly transplanted trees and 
shrubs, divisions of perennials, and hardy bulbs 
aie all growing roots, drawing on soil nutrients and 
moisture around them. Earthworms and various 
microbes m the soil are still processing the organic 
material they're finding Most likely, the mulch 
you spread to protect the soil during the summer 
months has substantially decomposed. I t's important 
to spread new mulch now, a thicker winter layer, to 
protect plants and soil over the winter. The idea is 
not so much to keep the soil warm as it is to keep 
the temperature even. Once the soil is frozen, mulch 
keeps it frozen. So if you have shade trees, convert 
the fallen leaves to mulch and use it throughout your 
garden. 

*Stiow both protects and endangers plants A 

good snow cover insulates the sod like a mulch 
However, snow piled on evergreen branches weights 
them down, risking breakage Knock snow from the 
bottom branches first, then work upward This way 
snow from above will not add weight to the already 
burdened lower branches. If branches are bowed by 
ice, don't try to free them Instead let the ice melt 
and release them gradually 

* Cut back dry stems ot perennials to soil level after 
frost to neaten the garden and remove pest eggs and 
disease spores that may linger 

* Compost dead plant debris to create an organic 
soil conditioner. Hot, active piles kill weed seeds 
and disease pathogens, passive, inactive piles do not 
Throw questionable plant material m the bin. 

* Cut off diseased foliage from evergreen plants and 
shrubs and discard it in the bin Rake up and discard 
the old, disease-bearing mulch, too 

* Mulch perennial and shrub beds with chopped 
leaves. This protects both plant roots and the soil 
and moderates the effects of extreme temperature 
changes during winter freezes and thaws 

4 Keep Mulching bulb beds with evergreen boughs 
to protect the soil from shifting and cracking 
during the winter. Otherwise plants, especially 
small, shallowly planted bulbs, can be heaved to the 
surface. 

* Protect the tender bark of young trees by 
wrapping stems or trunks with wire or tree-guard 
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CREATE YOUR OWN LEAF MULCH READY FOR SPRING: 

Leaves are a valuable natural resource. Rather than regard 
them as a nuisance, be grateful that the trees on your property 
drop a new supply every autumn It takes very little effort on 
your part to recycle them into a wonderful soil conditioner, 
leaf mulch. Unlike compost, leaf mulch is only partially 
decomposed, leaving bits and pieces of the leaves visible in 
the finished product And, again unlike compost, leaf mulch is 
derived only from leaves 

You can make leaf mulch the same way nature creates it on 
the forest floor justpile up moist leaves and wait for them 
to decompose. If you want to speed up the process, you 
can shred the Leaves into smaller pieces before piling them 
Enclose the pile, if you wish, with chicken wire, or something 
similar to improve its appearance. Make sure the container 
allows air to circulate, because oxygen fuels the decomposition 
process. Over the winter, the pile will shrink as decay reduces 
the volume of leaves, a sign that the process is well under way 

Leaf mulch helps build healthy soil in several ways. When 
mixed into poor soil, it improves its texture The coarse 
organic material creates air spaces in the soil, making it easier 
for roots to penetrate. It also improves the soils ability to 
absorb moisture and keep it available longer for plant roots. 

As the leaves continue to decompose, they improve the scuFs 
fertility by creating a population of active microbes. Leaves are 
a favorite food of earthworms, which convert the leaves into 
nutrient-rich castings that are distributed throughout the soil. 



FN PILE & SONS 


AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS SALES AND SERVICE 






Domestic and professional 
chainsaws including 
the Lithium ion Power 

Tool Ftenge 






fa* 


Fiange of tillers 
and rotovators 

• Chippers 
Shredders 

• Garden 
Machinery 


Calorgas bottles (collection 
only) Selection of LPG heaters 
both domestic 
and Industrial 


CAIO 


Honda lawn and garden 
range including mowers, P* 

tillers and brushcutters 


o 


i ASTE IRON S'1 OVfcS 


Quality wood burning & 
multi-fuel stoves available 
in cast iron and steel 


Good range 
of accessories 
available 


FIFTHS FARM, WA.RMINGTON, BANBURY, 0X17 ULTBj 01295 211790 MON - FR 8.00 - 5.00 SAT: 8.30 - 12 WWW. FN PI LEGO. UK 
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Cherwell Garden 
Machinery 

COMPETITIVE SERVICING RATES 

• Qualified staff 

• Quality Products 
• All products tried & tested 

• The most competitive rates 
• Fully equipped 
workshop 


For sales 
and service call 01295 

10 Bridge Street 
Banbury 

Oxon 
0X16 5PN 


www. cherwellgarden . co. uk 


Spread leaf mulch on top of bare soil as an organic mulch. It keeps 
the soil from being compacted by hard rains and drying sunshine 
And it helps the soil retain moisture by decreasing evaporation, 
absorbing ram, and reducing wasteful runoff Leaf mold gradually 
breaks down m the heat of summer, so renew the mulch layer 
whenever it becomes thin 

WHAT YOU NEED TO CREATE YOUR OWN MULCH FACILITY: 

* Hardware cloth 

* Tall stakes (optional) 

* Sledge hammer (optional) 

‘Leaf rack 

* Mulching mower / mowe 
*■ Compost fork 
4 Wheelbarrow 

Instructions: 

1. Set up a wire cylinder or similar container to hold the 
accumulated leaves you 11 be collecting. (It will help keep the wind 
from blowing the leaves around.) If necessary add stakes for 
stability. 

2. Rake up leaves as soon as possible after they fall. The job will 
be easier if you gather small amounts frequently rather than rake 
a large accumulation all at once It also prevents matting and lawn 
damage. 

3. The smaller the pieces of organic material, the faster they 
decompose Shred leaves by mowing the lawn where they lie with 




r IARNBOFKJUGH 
SARDES CENTRE 


A world of 


Hffrefurlonq Nurseries 


Tuesday 24th December 


t he;A42 33ont ha hi R o ad 




Spring Flowering Bulbs 
Shrubs & trees for Winter Colour 


LEAMINGTON SPA 


JT'i T^^ an . s j es &. violas 
Schristm?s"G ifts and Horrilwa re 


SOUTHAM 


CAV ENTRY 


TRATFG R D UPO 
PV AVON 


HIPPING. NORTON 


BICESTER 


Deddiington 
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a mulching mower, then raking. Or rake them into a pile and mow 
over it. 


BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 


4 Load the shredded leaves into the cylinder. (Those that are damp 
will decompose faster.) Don't compress the leaves in the container, 
because good airflow promotes decomposition. 

5 When spring comes around, the leaves in the center of the pile 
will be fairly decomposed and those on the outside less so. As you 
transfer the leaves to a wheelbarrow, be sure to mix the various 
layers before you spread them. 

DISCOURAGING WEEDS: 


Leaf mulch does an effective job of discouraging weeds if you 
remove existing weeds from the area first. Spread a thick layer of 
leaf mulch to block the sun from seeds that remain m the soil 
The layer can be thinner in shaded areas where weeds are less 
bothersome And it should be no deeper than three or four inches 
over tree roots 


Domestic & Commercial 
GtefiwnAsttra Machinery 


Sales* Service,* Spire Part# 
HONDA 


Airfield Tel:ou95 *80711 
Je£¥ Deane 07860 74 * 78 * 

©Husqvama www.frrwe*fc*pktas.<fo,«& 


HAiTER 






Evening 

Wednesday 
27th November 

6.30pm - 8.30pm 

Entry £2 (under 16s free) 
Complimentary mulled wine 

Christmas trees, 
wreaths, gifts, stalls 
FREE visits to 
Father Christmas 

In aid of Katharine House Hospice 
and Dogs for the Disabled 


Barn Farm Plants 


Open seven days a week www.barnfarmplants.co.uk 


A ill#: J 0 Vi 

ByfieEd Shop Open 

Mon - Fri: Bam - 5pm 
Sat: 8am - 12.30pm 

Boddington Ftd. Byfield, 
N'hamptonshire. NNIi 6FL 
Tel: 01327 264044 


Scan to visit 

1 www.farol.oo.uk 
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GOAS 


Lawn & Led! Vacuums 

■ Walk behind blowers and 
vacuums 

■ Idea? for residential and 
commercial requirements 

■ Suitable for use on both 
lawns and hard surfaces 

NEW MODELS 
NOW IN STOCK 


OXDALELOG SPLITTERS 


10 Tonne splitting force ' V* ■' 
Takes logs up to. 18" high * ■, 

3 point linkage mounted 
CE marked 


//(f 


:::i . t : : 


STiHL^ S 18114 " Bar 


jpolrilscf stockists 
4 Teng Tools and 
aklta power tools. 
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This glorious picture sums up the 
changing colours of autumn, russet 
redSj golden yellows contrasting with 
dark brown bark - simply gorgeous! 
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This month's wining and dining section takes readers on a tour of some exquisite 
dishes from several regions. 

Don't miss Peter Jones' trip to celebrate the 10 year anniversary of Welsh lamb - 
where he meets a chef from a little closer to home. 

Fish is the dish of the day at both The Granville at Barford near Leamington Spa 
and at The Mehfil - a new Indian restaurant recently opened in Bicester 

With all this, plus more, there is plenty to get your teeth into! 
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wine 

OF THE 

month 



S H Jones 
01295 251179 



E ows was founded in 1798 by a 
Po r tugues e m erchant na m ed B r uno 
da Silva In 1S6S^ George A. Was:re, 
descendant of William Warre and 
important personality in the port 
wine trade of the time (from one of 
the most established British families 
m Oporto), became a partner. He 
was later joined by fames Ramsay 
D ow in 1877 The Eow brand was 
cemented in 1893, when Rodrick 
E ow became a partner By this time, 
the company had become one of the 
largest port wine shipping houses 
m Oporto Messrs. Dow & Co. 
enjoyed a prestigious reputation for 
the shipment of quality wines, and 
sp ecifi cally vintage ports 

In 1912 Andrew fames Symington 
became a partner (simultaneously 
with other wineries including WarreV; 
Has three sons managed the port 

business over the course of two 


DOW S 

Crusted 

PORT 




wine 

World Wars, and amazingly kept the I 
company in family hands until today 

Eows is 100% owned and managed by the 4th generation 
of the Symington family Their top estate is the Quinta do 
Bomfim vineyard which was purchased in 1890. 


Eows wines are made in a drier style than many, but they have 
magnificent ageing potential. Eow’s Crusted Port is a blend of 
particularly full-bodied ports of very Ingh quality from recent 
vintages (normally from the two or three harvests immediately 
preceding the bottling date, which, in this case was 2006) 

Crusted ports are matured in cash for some 12 to IS months 
before being bottled without any fining or filtration. Dows 
Crusted Port is then aged for a further three years in bottle in 
the Dow's cellars prior to being released for sale The result is 
rich, chocolatey darkly fruity and intense. 

It is ready tor drinking when released on to the market but will 
continue to improve in bottle and is superb value for money 
as it gives many of the unique flavours of the great bottle- 
matured vintage ports at a fraction of the price 


Dow's Crusted Port retails at £18.99 
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01260 709961 

info®thelaughtngonion.co.uk The Laughing Onion 
23 r Market Place, Biackley r MN13 7AB 


Declared "Brackley's best new brasserie!!" 
by award winning food writer, Ketly Gavaghau 


Sample Menu 


Desserts 

Sticky peanut butter puddinq with pralme, salted caramel ice cream £6.95 
Selertion of English cheeses, Christmas chutney, celery and biscuiu - £6.95 

nir-nmiif-i’ii mini 

For our full Autumn and Christmas menus please visit 

www.dietauqhinganiQTt co .uk 


Trencher:from the old French 'tranchier to cut 

Tr, 

3 

i 


So 




Hie Butchers Arms 
. . ^, Balscote 

e and 

A gorgeous loaf of Polish 
artisan bread, hollowed 
out with the top cut off! 

Simply add the tasty filling of your choice: 

The Great British 

Lor si Beef and Hooky Ale stew... 

The Moroccan 

Beans and roasted vegetable Tagine. 

The Spice Trail 

Our weekly home made special... 

The New England 

Clam and Prawn Chowder.. 

The Taffy 

Hand formed Perk faggots.,. All served with sides 


The Butchers Arms, Shutford Road 
Balscote, Oxon, 0X15 6JQ 
Tel: 01295 730750 


Starters 


Ct?l?nd.c and chestnut soup-with crispy pancetta - £4 95 


fVltKcsL'i of rabbit, duck and pfreosimt tenine, pea’ rJiuBrey and 'edited brioche - £730 


Mains 


Pumpkin tortelUni, tomato fondue, parmesan and straw veqotablos £ 12.95 


Blade of beef marinated in red wine, orange, clove and cinnamon for 7 
day* and braised for 3 hours in its own liquor. Served with button onion 
sruu n smoked butter mash. Seeks and wild mushrooms - £17.95 
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I was lucky enough recently to spend 
two days as the guest of Hybu Cig 
Cymru (Welsh for Meat Promotion 
Wales') to celebrate the tenth anniversary 
of Welsh Lamb being given its PGI 
status back in 2003, writes Peter Jones 

Protected Geographical Indication 
is a status awarded by the European 
Commission that protects and promotes 
named regional food products that 
give quality, reputation or noted 
characteristics specific to that area 

There are over 30 PGI products in 
the UK, Stilton Cheese and Arbroath 
Smokies being just two, but Welsh Lamb 
is up there with best. 

I have to admit that as I reached the 
English / Welsh border and passed the 
"Croseo I Gymru" sign there was a tear 
in my eye! This was the first time I had 
been back home in 25 years. 
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Over the next, somewhat hectic, 36 
hours I was to meet TV Chefs, farmers, 
cook my own lunch, eat eight different 
lamb dishes and drink Welsh wine. 

After a brief introductory lunch we set 
off to the village of Hirwaun on the 
edge of the Brecon Beacons to visit 
a typical Welsh Lamb farm We met 
farmer Alun Davies and his S2 year 
old father who talked to us at length 
about breeding techniques and farming 
traditions during which we enjoyed a 
trip up mto the hills on a tractor drawn 
trailer. 

The Welsh lamb is a hardy beast! They 
self-lamb and during the summer move 
up into the mountains above the farm. 
The lush grasslands on the lower slopes 
of the valley give the lamb its flavour 
and the hard life on the mountain makes 
sure there is little fat on the meat 

The mountains are the home to iambs 
from all over the area and a clever 
system of ear markings means the right 
lambs come back down to the right 
farms. 

Back at the farm, the farmer's wife 
treated us to cups of tea with plates of 
Welsh cakes, Bara Bnth and Victoria 
sponge. As usual, I overdid it and was to 
pay the penalty later in tire trip! 

Back at the hotel where we were turned 
around as fast as a formula one pit stop. 



We set off to The Walnut Tree in nearby 
Abergavenny, owned by one of the 
(grandfathers' of English cooking, Shaun 
Hill. 

We were presented with an excellent 
meal which included roast rack and 
Blanquette of lamb and greengage tart 
with honey ice cream (it was so good 
I had two!}. This was followed by an 
explanation by the chef of how he had 
cooked what we had eaten 
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The following morning we set 
off to the Lanerch Vineyard 
to the west of Cardiff This 
is die home of the area J s best 
cookery school with chef 
Angela Grey. 

As we were introduced; 
Angela told me that Banbury 
was her old stomping ground 
- although I w T £is unlikely to 
have heard of where she worked. It turned out to be The Brasenose m 
Cropredy and she recalled ^cooking a meal for Dave Fegg and the boys 
and getting a round of applause from thenf. 

We were split into twos, provided with pinafores, ingredients and 
instructions and taught how to prepare and cook our own lunch. I was 
joined by Laura Dodds., the Market Development manager from HCC 
(Welsh Lamb promotors) 

We produced the star dish of the dayl A double Italian rack of lamb 
with Salmorilgo Sauce and Almond covered croquettes Angela 
demonstrated Turkish style Welsh Lamb whilst the rest of the group 
produced Greek; Moroccan and curried dishes 

Lunch was all five dishes shared amongst ourselves 
washed down with surprisingly good Welsh Wine, 
if any reader wants the recipes, keep it quiet, but 
Angela passed them on to me! 

Next we ventured to The Fox hunter at Nantyderry 
where we were met by Raoul who took us off into 
the mountains on a foraging experience looking 
for edible wild foods in the woods and hedgerows. 

I have to be honest, it was tough going climbing a 
mountain on a stomach with five lamb lunches in it. 




It was worth it however, we discovered and ate wild sorrel, fraise de 
bois, wild hop shoots (£95 a kilo in London) and Himalayan Balsam 
seeds plus numerous different types of fungi 


It was at least four hours since we had last eaten so it was time for 
more lamb The Fox hunter is owned by TV Chef Matt Tebutt Here vre 
sampled both starter and main lamb dishes A crisp breast with scallop 
and samphire to start and Welsh Cawl with Welsh lamb fillet for main 
and a Welsh whiskey panacotta. 


Matt gave us a passionate explanation ot what he had cooked for us 
and again extolled the virtues of Welsh Lamb. 




You can buy it at several 
of our local supermarkets 
Look out for the PGI and 
Welsh Lamb logos, you will 
not be disappointed. 



The quality of Welsh Lamb has been recognised by 
top chefs around the world. The Prince of Wales 
launched the Welsh lamb club back m 2010 and over 
60 restaurants have pined It has been served to heads 
of government at the G20 
summit and chosen by 
The Queen for her jubilee 
dinner The French import 
over £30 million worth of 
it each year and both Italy 
and Germany are major 
importers. 


Lastly, as I w r as back home in God J s country I ordered 
the Welsh breakfast. Smoked haddock poached in milk 
and cheese with lava bread (seaweed) and cockles If 
any Four Shires 1 reader fancies it, I will personally take 
them out to lunch, Welsh Lamb of course! 




Campaign financed 
wiJi aid from Jjhe 
Eui-cpear Uni an and 
Hybu Gig Cymrj - Msal 
Fnimijlton WateS (HCC) 


it’s all about quality time 
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FOODIES IN THEIR THOUSANDS FLOCK TO THAME FOR FOOD FESTIVAL 


6TH ANNUAL EVENT PUTS THAME WELL AND TRULY ON THE MAP 



Foodies in their thousands docked to Thame recently for 
the town's sixth annual food festival Some 25,000 people 
spent the day enjoying great local and artisan food and drink, 
watching the celebrity and local chef demonstrations and 
having a fantastic free foodie day out 

Over 150 stall holders lined the pretty streets and market 
squares of this historic market town, with displays stretching 
from the High Street right through Corn market to the Upper 
High Street, and more spurring off onto North Street. On 
offer were mouth-watering selections of hand-raised pies, craft 
baked breads, exquisitely decorated cakes and rustic dap jacks 
as well as fruit vinegars, locally pressed oils and seasonal 
vegetables, still in muddy coats, fresh from the fields. 

Street food was hot, spicy and plentiful, with delicious curries 
and slow-cooked Cots wold lamb, crepes and local ice creams, 
hot roasts and hand-made burgers, all washed down with a 
glass or two of cider or the special festival ale, ThameTn of 
the Brew, created by The Vale Brewery in Brill 

Demonstrations were courtesy of Raymond Blanc OBE, Tom 
Kerridge, Adam Simmonds and Shaun Dickens as well as 
local chefs including Chris Godfrey (The Charles Napier in 
Clnnnor), Mike North (The Nut Tree Inn at Murcott), Nigel 
Rumsey (Rumsey 3 s Chocolatene) and Beverley Clock. BBC 
Radio 2 J s Ken Bruce and stand-up comic, food writer and beer 
expert]im Tams 1 Davies compered the day 



NEW YEAR 

il 

INDIAN RESTAURANT & BAR 

CHRISTMAS MENU 

PRE CHRISTMAS MENU JUST £15.95PP 

(£17.95 FRI - SAT) 


XMAS DAY AND NEW YEARS EVE ONLY 

JUST £29.95 PER PERSON 


• GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE . 

. POPADOMS & CHUTNEY . 

. STARTER . MAIN COURSE . 

. RICE . NAAN . 

. DESSERT & COFFEE . 

. GLASS OF PORT OR SHERRY . 


35 MARKET SQUARE BICES 




Tel: 01295 670274 

www.thebellshenington.co.uk 

email: thebel!shenington@gmai!.com 


At The Beil we do not 
do gimmicks or 
offers. We aim for 
good value, home- 
cooked food using 
local fresh produce 
served in warm, 
comfortable, 
unpretentious 

surroundings. We are unashamedly 
an old fashioned' village Inn. 
Gluten free and vegetarian dishes 
are always available. 

SUNDAY ROAST £8:95 

Situated off the A422 Stratford upon 
Avon to Banbury Road 


The Bell 


Shenington, Nr Banbury 

Oxfordshire, 0X15 6NQ 
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AN EXQUISITE FISH DISH AT THE 
GRANVILLE @ BARFORD 


Any pub where I can eat delicious sea food one night and then 
watch one of my favourite rock tribute bands the next gets my 
wholehearted support without having tasted a morsel of food 

The Granville @ Bar ford has been known as a top dining 
venue for a very long time now, and whilst the food remains 
the best reason for visiting, comedy nights, rock bands and 
even Bar ford’s very own local talent show are now proving 
very popular. 

Our excuse for getting over to Bar ford last month, was to 
attend the highly successful Granville Seafood Festival, an 
event that has been growing in popularity for the past four 
years now 

It is so very hard to find good, fresh seafood locally There 
are one or two sea food restaurants in the area that are part 
of national chains Their menus are fine, but like some other 
'styled’ restaurants you could be eating the same dish at any 
restaurant in the country When your local 5 builds a menu 
based around fish — you know it’s going to be fresh and fairly 
unique Just like the others dining in the restaurant when we 
visited, grab the chance to eat some good seafood in good 
company 

For tire past two years or so, chef Lewis Baldwin has been 
producing some great food at The Granville and the fish 
we ate was prepared wonderfully well. It was made clear to 
us before eating that Lewis is a keen coarse fisherman — so 
presumably he has an affinity for the specimens he served up. 
You would however, be hard pressed to find mullet, skate or 
sea bream in the rivers near Leamington Spa! 

Starters during the festival featured a chowder, scallops, a very 
special prawn cocktail, smoked haddock rarebit and potted 
shrimps. I, of course, went for the scallops and my partner, 
having seen her first choice go my way, went for the prawn 
cocktail To be fair, looking at other diner’s choices, I would 
have relished anything from the menu The scallops were 
cooked without their corals ‘They look unsightly and cook at 
a different rate to the flesh/ commented chef Lewis. Well, the 
ones we had were cooked to perfection. Rate’s prawn cocktail 
included three enormous Atlantic prawns, bathed in a bloody 
Mary mayonnaise — not a glass dessert dish in sight 






It would be hard to better the starters but our main courses 
were very good. I went for the red mullet on Mediterranean 
vegetables and butter beans, Rate for the sea bream, on a crab 
and saffron risotto with a crispy poached egg The mullet was 
prepared well, the skin nicely scraped down, leaving a tasty, 
crunchy accompaniment to the flesh Rate’s bream was good 

— the risotto making a great impact and the crispy poached egg 
went with it very well. 

A word on the wine I don’t usually 'do’ white wine unless 
it’s German and very sweet' I know, there will be hundreds 
of you throwing up your arms m outrage, but I do enjoy 
a Blue Nun now and again! Enjoying red wine is another 
kettle of fish, but unfortunately, they don’t go together. To 
accompany our fish, Rate went for a Sauvignon Blanc from 
New Zealand recommended to us by our super waitress Isabel. 
It was wonderful I went for a Riesling keeping the German 
connection going. It was great, but nor as good as the Rrwi At 
The Granville, you can try these wines by the glass rather than 
by the bottle - I am glad for it was a revelation for me. 

Our waitresses, the aforementioned Isabel and Joanna were 
great — happy and gracious I know it sounds silly, but having 
good people looking after you does make a very big difference. 

Our host for the night was the charming Val Rersey Vai 
has been at the helm at The Granville for the past six and 
a half years and her touch can be seen throughout the pub. 

She obviously takes a great deal of pride in her pub and has 
fostered an atmosphere that means no one feels neglected. She 
worked for many years 
in support services for 
big industry and knows 
the value of looking 
after people. 

If you can, make a 
trip to The Granville 

— it’s just off the M40, 
junction 15. They might 
not have the seafood 
festival going on - but 
I wouldn’t worry, you 
can guarantee that any 
other night will be just 
as special. 
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TO START... 


BEETROOT, CAPRICORN 
GOAT'S CHEESE AND 
HAZELNUT TART (serves 4) 

(Courtesy of wwwlovebeetroQt.com) 

YOU'LL NEED: 

* 500g puff pastry 

* Three large red onions, very finely 
sliced 

* Foul tbsp olive oil 

* Leaves from one sprig of 
rosemary, chopped 

* Salt and pepper 

* 350g cooked beetroot, ait into 

* 250g Capricorn goafs cheese, 
broken into chunks 

* Two tbsp hazelnuts, very roughly 
chopped 

* A little extra virgin olive oil for 
drizzling 

Method: 


Preheat the oven to 190*C. Roll out the pastry, either into 
a square or round (or an irregular free-form shape is fine). 
It shouldn't be any thicker than a 10 pence piece Put the 
pastry onto a floured baking sheet and prick it ail over 
with a fork Then put into the oven for 20 minu tes 
Remove from the oven and, if the centre has risen, gently 
flatten it. Turn tire heatup to 200"C. 


Meanwhile make the topping. Heat the oil m a saucepan and 
add the onions Make sure they get coated with all the fat, add 
two tbsp water, season and cover the pan. Turn the heat 
down very low and Let the onions sweat for about 20 minutes 
You need to check every so often to make sure they're not 
catching and burning at the bottom. You may need to add a 
splash more water. The onions should be completely soft. 

Stn m the rosemary If the mixture is very moist — almost wet 
- turn the heatup to drive off the excess You do ift want too 
wet a mix to go on top of the tart. 

Top the pastry with the onions, leaving a rim of about four 
centimetres round the edge, then add the beetroot wedges, 
then the crumbled cheese Season with salt and freshly 
ground pepper and drizzle with extra virgin olive oil 


Put this back into the oven and cook for 10-15 minutes, 
scattering the hazelnuts over the top three minutes before the 
end of cooking time (they just need to get toasted) The 
cheese should be golden in patches and the pastry should be 
cooked but not too dark in colour 


TO FOLLOW.,, 


SLOW COOKED SHOULDER OF LAMB, WITH 
ROSEMARY SCENTED SHALLOTS AND GARLIC 

(serves 4) (wwwUKshaibt.com) 

YOU'LL NEED: 


•One boneless shoulder of lamb 

* 40Og whole round peeled shallots 

* One head of garlic 

* Half bunch of rosemary 

* Two peeled carrots 

* 50ml olive oil 

* Salt and pepper 

* 20g tomato puree 
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* Pinch of hour 

•One litre of chicken, stock 

Method: 

Ask your butcher to take out the bone of 
the shoulder but give it to you to use in the 
pan when roasting the shoulder to help 
make the gravy 

Go over the joint and remove any large fat 
deposits or unsightly skin. 



Stab tiie |omt several times over with the tip 
of a small sharp knife and insert one half dove of garlic per 
incision You can also stick in a little sprig of rosemary pet incision 
to enhance the flavour. 






* One small egg 

* 125ml lukewarm water 

* Three Fink Lady apples, 

quartered and cored 
“ rr '— *■' -sugar 

* 75ml apple juice 

* Two baking trays dusted 
with flour and a 5.75cm 
round cutter 

* Sunflower oil for deep 
frying: 

cup yoghurt 

a agar for 

dusting 

* Double cream whipped with a little icing sugar to serve 


Place the shoulder on the lamb bones with the two carrots cut |ust 
in half, drizzle over the olive oil and season with sea salt and 
pepper Cover with a sheet of foil for the first three hours 

Place in the oven at luO°C for four - five hours With one hour to 
go, throw m the peeled shallots and remove die foil. 

When the lamb and shallots are cooked, remove everything from 
the tray and allow to rest somewhere warm. 

Add die tomato puree and flour to the cooking tray and place back 
on the stove to cook slightly 

Add tiie stock to die flour and bring to the boil. Strain through a 
very fine sieve into a clean pan and bring back to the boil, season li" 
required 


Carve die Iamb onto a warm serving dish, place the shallots around 
and put the gravy in to a sauce boat Serve with green vegetables 
and some potatoes 

TO FINISH... 


APPLE DOUGHNUTS WITH APPlf PUREE 


(www pink!adyapptes. co uk) 

& 4 

YOU'LL NEED: 

• 280g strong white flout plus extra for dusting 

a ik 

* Quarter tsp salt 

K 

• 7g sachet fast action dried yeast 

' p 

* 20g caster sugar 


* 20g soft butter 

$ 

1* • i • i 


Method: 

Mix die flour, salt, yeast and sugar in a processor, add the soft 
butter, egg, yoghurt and water and pulse until smooth Tip onto 
a lightly floured surface and knead until smooth, roll into a ball 

Clean out die bowl and lightly oil it, put the dough in the bowl 
and cover with clingfilm and put in the fridge overnight. 

To make the apple puree and the filling ait the apple quarters 
into 5mm slices across and place straight into the pan, add the 
sugar and apple juice. Cover and cook on a moderate heat for 
about seven minutes until just softening. 

Drain over a bowl, keeping the juice and roughly chop tire apple 
and cool. Put lOOg to one side and reserve for the filling, and 
put the rest in a processor with the juice and blits to a textured 
puree. 

Cut tire dough into four. Roll out on a lightly floured surface to 
about 5mm thickness and stamp out seven circles from each 
piece. 

Put a quarter teaspoon of cooked apple in the centre of each 
circle dab a little water around the edges and pinch together to 
seal w T ell Put on the floured trays and cover with dry doths and 
leave about 50 minutes - one hour until almost double the siSe. 

Heat the oil to 175°C and fry the doughnuts in small batches for 
about three-five minutes until golden, turning them as they 
cook Toss m sugar while hot. 

Serve with the sweetened cream for dipping. 


Wines 


to complement 


SH tones of Banbufy recommends these delicious 
wines to complement our Menu of the Month: 

STARTER: BEETROOT AND GOAT'S CHEESE TART 

Central Valley, Chile: Miguel Torres, Santa Digna 
Sauvignon Blanc 2012 ► If beetroot dominates a dish 
then a fruity Pinot Noir is always good. However, the 
goafs cheese is also a major factor here so this crisp 
and fresh Sauvignon Blanc (from the Chilean outpost 
of Spanish company Miguel Tories), with its classic 
zesty note, lemongrass and gooseberry flavours will 
match both very nicely £8.99 for 75cl bottle 


MAIN: SLOW COOKED SHOULDER OF LAMB 

Ribera delDuero, Spain; Bodegas Alejandro Fernandez, 
Pesquera Reserva Especial 2005, Not the cheapest of wines, 
but worth every penny for this flavour fill dish The grapes come 
from old Temp ran ill o vines and Ore wine is aged for a minimum 
of 30 months in American oak before further ageing in bottle, 
giving a complex combination of red and black fruits flavours 
with savoury spicy notes £26.95 for 75cl bottle. 

DESSERT: APPLE DOUGHNUTS 

Loire Valley, France: Domaine des Baumard, Coteaux du 
Layon "Carte D’Or" 2010 Flo rent Baumard is renowned for 
the quality of his Chemn Blanc, producing sweet wines of 
complexity intensity and balancing acidity This wine, with its 
honeysuckle floral note and apple and qumce flavours, will 
accompany this dessert very well indeed. £7.99 for 50cl bottle. 








Four Shires food & drink 


New Indian restaurant in Bicester deliciously 
matches strawberries and curry 

T 


here's an Indian restaurant in Bicester that has been 
open for just over a. year now and it is a. cracker! 

Replacing a shabby old pub, the Mehfil is a tastefully 
decorated restaurant that is bright and welcoming — there's 
not a patch of flock w all paper to be seen anywhere. The 
fashion at the moment must be white paint with ultraviolet 
spotlighting — it works as well at The Mehfil as it does in 
oth er s m art In d lan res tau r an ts 

No matter where one goes out to eat, the welcome you 
receive as you arrive sets the tone for the rest of the 
evening, and the welcome you receive at the Mehfil is very 
gracious. On the evening we dined, the restaurant was 




quite full — an achievement in itself as we counted over 100 
covers in the large dining area. This capacity it was pointed 
out, makes it the perfect venue for large events including 
wedding receptions and parties. One very popular event 
at The Mehfil is the Elvis tribute night, complete with 
impersonator dressed as the man himself — probably one 
not to be missed! 

All this is very well one might think — but what is the food 
like? 

The answer to this is quite simple — 
it is super 

Whenever we go out to eat, I always 
look for the fish dishes On previous 
visits to Indian restaurants I have 
always stuck w T ith the 'standards^ 
however, never really having the 
confidence to go for an Indian fish 
dish I am happy to report though, 

the fish at the 
g •’ Mehfil was 

fantastic. 

For starters 
__ we 

went for a gorgeous cal am an 
stir fried dish prepared in 
ginger, honey and lime — it 
was wonderful — for the main 
course I chose the red chilly 
_ _ _ monk fish On the menu this 
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was marked 
with three 
red chillies 
denoting 
quite a 
powerful 
flavour I 
asked our 
waiter to 
tone down 
the heat a litde and 
I have to say that the 
resulting dish was super. 

Very rarely do I find 

a fish dish so voluminous that it prevents me going for a 
dessert — but on this occasion it didl 

My partner for the evening went for the Akbori Shahi 
honey duck — a spicy tandoon duck cooked with spices, 
coriander cream and strawberries in a honey sauce To 
find a savoury dish garnished with strawberries was quite 
surprising but this w T as not just a decorative feature The 
combination of fruit and curry has been done before, of 
course, but 
this mix 
worked 
extremely 
well. 

There was 
no room for 
pudding 
as I have 
expl allied, 
and along 
with the 
traditional 



Indian pap ado ms 



and pickles, these were the least 

inspiring courses in the 
meal It is testament to 
the Mehfilfantastic 
starters and mains that I 
expected something less 
predictable for dessert. 
This is only a minor 
quibble however, as 
everything else about the 
Mehfil is great 


If you are an Indian 
afficienado, tins Bicester 
restaurant is a must visit. 
If you just appreciate 
good food, mark The 

Mehfil down for a visit soon - you won ? t be disappointed. 

The range of food available at The Mehfil was very good - 
and prices remarkably competitive 

The Mehfil, 35 Market Square, Bicester, 01869 601154 
or 01869 324968 
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Four. Shires health, beauty & fashion 


FEEL "RIGHT AT HOME" AT THE LOFT 
BEAUTY ROOMS IN BLOXHAM 



The Four Shires was lucky enough recently, to spend some 
c me J time at the newly established Lott Beauty Rooms in 
Bloxham near Banbury 

There are some places that make you feelTight at home" 
straight away and this was the feeling I got in the Bloxham 
venue The professionalism of the girls, Claire and Klaty 
who run The Loft was immediately apparent, both m the 
way they treated their clients and m their spontaneous 
hospitality (I was immediately offered a gorgeous cup of 
coffee provided by the delicatessen situated downstairs.) 



THE LOFT 



tf 


FACIALS • TANNING 
BODY TREATMENTS 
LASHES • NAILS 
PEDICURE • WAXING 

01295 722993 


WWW.THEI_OFTBEAUTYROOMS.CO.UK 




On the day I visited I took advantage of the Artistic colour 
gloss" manicure — it was great. Whilst the results were fantastic, 
I enjoyed the relaxation time as much as anything The results 
of the manicure actually lasted a good deal longer than the two 
w T eek holiday I enjoyed immediately afterwards. 

If you are in the area, The Loft is a super place to indulge in 
a little bit of pamper time That time is iff at all rushed — the 
whole process is extremely leisurely You could enjoy any of 
the array of treatments on offer or one of the Loft Signature 
packages. The hocked in theLoff treatment experience gave 
me a great idea for my friends birthday party.. all with a glass 
of fin included!! 

The Loft is certainly creating a talking point in the village and 
along with its neighbour, Bread and Milk, is rapidly becoming 
a destination not to be missed!! 

They are both delighted to announce their participation in 
Bloxharrfs annual Christmas shopping evening on Thursday 
21st November and to celebrate this The Loft will be hosting 
an exclusive Dermalogica skin care event. 

You are welcome to call in to browse gifts and special offers 
and there is also the opportunity to receive a personalised 
"Face Mapping", a 15 minute "'Face Loft 3 and a mini goody bag 
for just T5 (redeemable against purchase) 

Flaces are limited (and will no doubt be popular!) so please call 
to pre book 
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Four Shires health, beauty & fashiok 


A CUT ABOVE - POLKA DOTS OPENS IN DEDDINGTON 

Jtills Williams funs the Polka Dots Han design salon in 
Deddington and has a very fresh approach to the business. 

“We are a home from home hair dressing business — when people 
come here I want them to feel comfortable. I really wouldn't 
mind if people turn up tor an appointment wearing their 
pyjamas', she said 

1 uha opened Polka Dots in August this year and has seen 
business grow 

1 had spent the previous 12 years working in a salon in Banbury*, 
she said But a good opportunity came up to start the business 
here in Deddmgton. I thought, If I don't do it now, when will I? 
Sol started the business* 

1 ulia's 1 hom e from home* feel is made very apparent. There is 
always a cup of something on the go and there are home made 
cakes to be enjoyed. 

( We provide the whole service here,' she said. : Colours^ cuts, 
wedding hair., make ups and make overs (Julia used to u'ork as a 
sfylis t with as national styling comp anyj. 

The salon is housed in what used to be the Holcombe Hotefs 
restaurant. Whilst the cakes served now might not be quite the 
same as those served a few years ago, you can guarantee that the 
haircuts are far, far better! 

1 am very happy doing my work here/ said julia, £ it can be a little 
hectic at tim es, but I can see myself doing the same thing in ten 
years or so' 

Polka Dots Hair Design can be found in the High Street in 
Deddington, Telephone: 01869 226522 




CREATIVE STYLIST with EXTRA FLAIR 

FULL MAKEOVER 
WEDDING HAIR A SPECIALITY 


nc 


• Award winning 
Julia Williams' 

Polka dots hair 
design has arrived 
* Visit the exciting 
new hair venture 
with a vibrant, 
fresh, 'home from 
home feel' 

FREE PARKING 

The Holcombe Studio, High Street 
Deddington, Oxon 0X15 OSL 
Call Julia Williams: 01869 226522 
polkadotsuk@ymail.com Q 
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Be a world class Beauty Therapist 2013 


E MIA INTERNATIONAL 


Beauty Therapy & Holistic Training School 

(Established 8 years) 


CIBTAC Level 2 & Level 3 
Beauty Therapy 

or 

CIBTAC Bespoke Beauty 
Therapy Modules 



Derm a Co Appointed Training School 


Contact: Anna Allington, 

College Director 

Website: academiabeautytherapy.com 
mail:enquiries@academiabeautytherapy.co.uk 

Tel: +44 (0) 1295 703100 
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Four Shires health, beauty& fashion 


This autumn/'win ter season has 
something for every fashion lover! You 
will find everything you like in the high 
street shops from Tartan check & punk 
to beautiful midnight floral prints and 
jewellery! 

We don J t have to give up colours this 
season! It doesn't mean that it it snows, 
nothing is blooming elsewhere! 
























PHOTOGRAPHY & STYLING: Lucie Desmond www.luciedesmond.com 
MODEL: Chloe Hill 

MAKE-UP AND HAIR: Jenny Grayburn 

























Four Shires business 




THE BUSINESS OWNER 

Nicola Southall 

THE BUSINESS 

Dine-in with style 

EMAIL AND WEB 

nicola@dine-inwithstyle.co.uk 
www. dine -in wi th s tyle.co.uk 

CONTACT 

01295 721765 / 07747863074 


When did the business staff? 

Officially Dine-in with style started 
in October 2013 

Where is it based? 

The business is very local, based in 
Bloxham. And yes it has always been 
based here. 

Mat mite, yes or no? 

I love it! 

What aie the particular challenges 
facing the business at this time? 

Like any new start-up business there 
are a number of challenges to be 
faced. Most important at this time is 
getting my name and product out in 
the marketplace to attract customers 
and ensure that my pricing structure 
is competitive. 

Have you made many mistakes as 
you have built up the business? 

No not yet! I have been fortunate in 
that I have received help from 
professional people and understand 
some of the pitfalls. 

Do vou have a fondness for 
■■ 

working within the Fonr Shires? 

Yes the Four Shires is definitley my 
p re fier re d r eg i o n. 

Do you employ people or do you 
‘DIY>? 

I do not currently employ anyone at 
the moment. Obviously as the 
business grows I hope it will be 
possible to employ some peopie but 


I am very keen that I 
remain "hands on” and 
take a personal interest 
in all my customers 5 
requirements. 

Did you always want 
to w T ork within your 
chosen profession? If 
not what would you 
do? 

I 5 ve always had a 
passion for food, 
cooking and 
presentation so it seems 
only natural to find 
myself now working 
within this profession. 

What lessons have you learnt in 
your career? 

I admit this is a fledging business 
therefore its in its early days. By 
taking a strong personal interest in 
my customers'" needs I intend to 
ensure that clients’ 1 appreciate the 
personal touch. It’s all about 
ensuring that my clients are at the 
heart of my service. 

Could you describe a working 
day? 

School run Researching new ideas 
and products. Shopping for seasonal 
produce at local farm shops. 
Inventing and being creative 

Is the customer always right? 

Of course - always! 


How do 
you spend 
your spare 
time ? 

When I 
am not 
working I 
Enjoy 
spending 
quality 
time with 
friends 
and family 
-my 

husband and two boys. 

What books are you reading and 
wiiat is your favourite book? 

Anything food or travel related My 
favourite book is Out of ^Africa by 
Karen Blixen 

If you could have played sport for 
your country what would it be? 

For me it would have to be tennis 

Favourite film and music? 

Film - Raman Holiday. Music - Green 
Day* 

Is there someone in business you 
would like to emulate? 

Donna Hay. She is a food writer and I 
really admire her for her career 
success using a simplistic approach 
with beautiful styling. 

Car or motorcycle? 

mf 

Car for me.. .DB9! 

What are your 
hopes for the 
future of the 
business? 

My aspirations for 
the business are to 
build it steadily. I 
fully understand it 
will appeal to a 
niche market but for 
me the satisfaction 
of putting on a 
special event for my 
clients 5 who have a 
successful occasion 
will be personally 
very rewarding. 
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Contact from a utility company informing you of their 
requirement to access your land in order to install new 
infrastructure., or repair or replace existing infrastructure, is 
often met with trepidation from farmers and landowners. The 
news, however, does not have to be all negative. 


The majority of utility companies 
will have the rights to access land 
under various Acts of Parliament 
subject to compliance with the 
requirements of each Act 
Although It is almost inevitable 
that any access requirement is 
going to result in some level of 
disturbance, whether this is 
damage to ground, loss of crops, 
time spent moving livestock or 
the cost of re-housing livestock,, 
you will be fully compensated, as 
far as money allows, for your loss. 
This principle of equivalence 
underpins compensation and it is 
important that farmers and 
landowners are aware of this: it is 
not an opportunity to make 
money from the utility company! 

If is imperative that you are fully 
briefed by the utility company at 
the start of the scheme, This is 
your opportunity to put across 
your thoughts and preferences. It 
may be that alterations can be 
made to the scheme - 
particularly in terms of the siting of 
the apparatus, including any 
associated infrastructure such as 
chambers, There is a common 
perception that utility companies 
are not willing to engage with 
affected parties, but this is often 
not the case. The utility company 
will wish to mitigate their losses in 
terms of compensation and are 
normally wiling to enter into 
discussions with those affected, ft 
may be that the company is 
unable to meet any suggestions 
that you have, but if this is the 
case, the reason for the final 
decision should always be 
explained to you. 

Before the 'works take place you 
will afso need to discuss 
accommodation works with the 
utility company. This will help to 
mitigate your losses, and could 
include items such as stock proof 



fbth Ofield 


fencing; provision of water 
troughs to severed areas and 
crossing points. There is not a 
statutory requirement for these to 
be provided, but it is more than 
likely that they will be, 

The majority of legislation which 
governs utility companies makes 
provision for those affected to 
employ a chartered surveyor 
who will be able to enter into 
negotiations and act on your 
behalf, Tine surveyor's reasonable 
fees will be met by the utility 
company. Professional advice 
may help to ensure that you are 
fully compensated and ail 
concerns are addressed from the 
outset, 

Once the works have been 
completed, there are a number 
of compensation issues which 
need addressing. These include: 

* An easement or recognition 
payment to reflect the fact 
that there is Infrastructure in 
your land. There are several 
ways of calculating this, but it 
is broadly based on the 
diminution in value arising as a 
result of the infrastructure: 

4 Crop loss payments: these 
cover loss of this year s crop, 
and may include a claim for 
future losses, whether this be 
arable or grass: 


* Disturbance payments: this can 
Include the farmer’s reasonable 
and necessary time spent in 
dealing with the scheme. It 
may also include additional 
time spent shepherding 
livestock or cultivating land, You 
may also need to claim for loss 
of agri-environment scheme 
payments or loss of Single Farm 
Payment on the area in 
question. 

Reinstatement is often a bone of 
contention. Post completion, the 
ufity company will reinstate the 
land to the condition it was before 
the works and to the reasonable 
satisfaction of the landowner. 


Where this Is not possible, 
compensation will be paid. Some 
landowners may prefer to 
undertake the work themselves 
and this may be possible, but 
must be discussed with the utility 
company prior to the 
commencement of the works, 

Fisher German have extensive 
experience acting both for utility 
companies and for Individual 
farmers and landowners. If you 
are affected by a scheme and 
would like some further 
advice, then please do not 
hesitate to contact Ruth 
Ofield on 01295 228771, or 
njth,ofield@ishergerman.co,uk 


your local team 





rural consultancy 
property agency 
planning & construction 
renewable energy 
utilities & infrastructure 
HS2 advice 


contact us on 
Banbury 01295 271555 

@fish ergerman.ca.uk 


innovotive thinking , inspired solutions 


o 


FISHER GERMAN 

i I * ■! I I Mi HtWIll- 


www.tishergarnnanxo.uk 
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Four Shires business 


INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 


Inheritance tax is generally payable at 
40% on the excess of the so-called “nil 
rate band” (currently £325,000). The tax 
is assessed on the value of assets owned 
by an individual at the date of their death 
along with the value of any gifts made m 
the preceding seven years. Some assets 
are exempt from inheritance tax if they 
qualify as business property or agricultural 
property The inheritance tax liability of £40,000 would be payable 
by the executors out of the estate assets and so some planning 
would be necessary to raise the required funds unless you have 
separate insurance to cover this. 



the land used for grazing and, 
although this has not been 
considered in detail, this maybe 
worth pursuing further. 

Gifts of non-business property 
(eg a gift of an interest in land) 
would create a potential inheritance 
tax liability should you not survive 
seven years after the gift. 

Planning ideas 

•Use annual exemptions & gifts 
out of income 



Inheritance tax can also be chargeable on gifts prior to death, on 
some transfers into trust or should the donor not survive seven 
years after the gift, and on the value of the death estate left in a will 
Gifts between spouses are exempt from inheritance tax 

Under current legislation, any unused inheritance tax nil rate band 
from the first spouse to pass aw T ay is transferred to the surviving 
spouse. The current inheritance tax ml rate band is ^3 25,000. 


* Use potentially exempt transfers — life expectancy can be judge 
from actuarial tables at: 

lit tp. / / www ga d g ov uk/E- em ogr ap hy%2QD a ta / LifeVo 20 Tab les / 
Period_and_cohort_eoL html 

An 80-year old female m 2011 has a life expectancy of over 11 


Inheritance tax business property relief relieves estates from 
inheritance tax on 100% of the value of relevant business property 
transferred (eg a partnership share) Proposed gifts of this type of 
business property should therefore create no potential inheritance 
tax liability Some business assets only qualify for 50% relief 
from inheritance tax (eg assets owned personally but used by a 
partnership business) 

Inheritance tax agricultural property relief maybe available on 


* Reduce value of estate by transfer of assets into trust (usually 
discretionary) which could involve multiple trusts (but not created 
on the same day!) with a holdover relief 
election to avoid CGT. 

* Maximise business/agricultural property 
reliefs but bew T are need for 'wholly or mainly 
trading rule and no relief for investment 
holding activities. 




For investment & pension advice, talk to Swann Financial. 

01295 275269 


www.swanntinancial.co.uk 



Swann F none id Consultancy represents only St. James's Race Wealth Managemert pic (which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Cervices Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the 
Group's wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group's 
w g baite www.sjp.co.uk/prDducts. 


SWA 


FINANCIAL CONSULTANT T 
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CHANCEL REPAIR LIABILITY AND HOW IT AFFECTS HOME OWNERS 


Since October 2013 chancel repair liability is no longer an 
overriding interest under the Land Registration Act 2002 What 
does that mean in plain English and how might it affect property 
owners? 

Its a complex area, but a brief history lesson is a good starting 
point Chancel rep air liability stems from the English Churches 
ancient right, created by King Ethelwulf m 855, to receive tithes, 
meaning a share or produce such as corn, barley, peas and beans 
These tithes were, m theory at least, partly used to repair the 
chancel, which is the eastern end of a church containing the 
sanctuary Following reforms introduced by Henry VIII, this right 
passed to the C rown. You will surely be astonished to learn that 
public finances were in no better a state then than they are now, 
and the need for a quick sale of: meant that the right passed into 
the hands of lay rectors who became responsible for the repair of 
the chancel. This responsibility attached to rectorial land and still 
exists to tins day I hope you are with me so far? 

Rectorial land has of course since passed through many different 
ownerships, which has led to the possibility that any of us could 
buy a property subject to a chancel repair liability Many people 
are surprised to learn that land or property subject to the Lability 
may not be anywhere near the church it applies to. Until now 
many solicitors have made “chancel searches” to see if the 
property their client was buying was subject to this potentially 
expensive liability 

The right to demand payment for chancel repairs can be 
protected by the person with the benefit of the right — in 
England and Wales this will be the Parochial Church Council — 
by registering a notice at the Land Registry Since 13th October, 
2013, home buyers will be protected by making an official search 
at the Land Registry to see if the right has been registered as a 
notice If the right has not been registered as a notice, a buyer will 
take free from any chancel repair Lability that might attach to the 
property 

Please note that the situation is different if property is transferred 
for no consideration. This would apply, tor example, in the case 
of a gift of property, or if a property is acquired by inheritance 
It appears that, even after 12th Octobei 2013, a person who 


acquires property for no consideration will still take it subject to 
any pre-existing chancel repair liability and, one way or another, 
this issue is likely to rumble on for quite some time 

Christopher Golding ham is an experienced, versatile property 
lawyer and partner at Spratt Endicott Solicitors If you would 
like advice on this subject or other property related matters, 
please contact Christopher on 01295 204082 or email him at 
cgoldmgham @,se-law co. uk 



Legal Services For You 

Residential Property, Agriculture, 
Estates and Property Development 


"Chris Goldingham was unfailingly 
helpful and efficient” 

Mrs H, Oxfordshire 

Christopher Goldingham, Partner 
Tel: 01295 204000 
Email: cgoldingham@se-law.co.uk 

spratt endicott 

SOLICITORS 

www.se-iaw.co.uk 
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LOOKING BACK 



EDWARD VI 1'S CORONATION CELEBRATIONS - 
BRACKLEY1902 

Not long after we opened Right Angle in Brackley in the 
early 80's we were lucky enough to buy a set of magic 
lantern slides from a well known antique dealer in the 
town writes Chris Pendleton. These 3"$quare glass slides 
would have originally been used to project photographs 
onto a screen, or even just a white-washed wall in a 
darkened roort\ but we had negatives made from the 
most obvious slides and have printed them in various 
sizes ever since; a set of large format photos is still 
hanging in the public bar of the Crown Hotel. 

We had never been exactly sure how old these plates 
were and, although the box containing them had 1901 
scribbled on it in biro, we had always described them as 
dating from around 1900. But now, after a new look at 
some of the slides we'd previously ignored, we think we 
can date them more precisely to 1902. However if any of 
you local historians out there know otherwise and could 
shed more light on these fascinating little glimpses into 
our past, we'd be very happy to hear from you. 

Perhaps the most poignant and striking of the 'new' 
images is a panoramic view of Brackley's old workhouse. 
Pulled down we believe in 1935, this imposing building 
was built almost exactly 100 years earlier to a design by 
the celebrated Gothic Revival architect George Gilbert 
Scott, who was probably best known for designing the 
Albert Memorial in Hyde Park. Interestingly, Scott was 
born in Gawcott near Buckingham 

The workhouse housed up to 250 people and was sited 
between Westhill Avenue and Banbury Road. If was 
built on the model 'square' plan approved by the Poor 
Law Commissioners in 1835. I am just old enough to 
remember earlier generations' fear and distaste for the 
workhouse, and apparently from 1904, to protect them 
from disadvantage in later life, the birth certificates for 
those born in the workhouse gave its address just as 'The 
Home, Brackley'. 

Some of the new images show Brackley's celebrations for 
Edward Vll's coronation which were presumably held on 
the evening of the coronation day itself, 9th August 1902. 
As well as firework displays there are two photographs of 
displays mounted on unknown buildings in Brackley We 
wonder if they may be on the former Boots building which 
was a prominent feature in the central marketplace of the 
town until it was demolished in the late 1950's or early 
1960's. Again, if anyone has any more information would 
be pleased to hear from you. 

Another slide shows a marching band processing 
through the Market Square on the same day The highly 
ornamental banner belonged to the Brackley court of the 
popular friendly society of the time, the Ancient Order of 
Foresters. 

We are holding an exhibition in our gallery of mare 
than 40 old images of Brackley from Saturday 10th of 
November until Christmas. Copies of all them will be 
available for sale. 
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This fabulous sot of pictures show the canal 
in years past, less built up then the canal we 
know today but equally as atmospheric. 

Should anyone have further information about 
any of the pictures or the canal in years gone 
by we would love to hear from you 
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NORTH NEWINGTON 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 


Many thanks to Rosemary Gasson for this 
month's wonderful selection of images. 

The first image (left) shows North 
Newington Primary School, taken during 
the 1950s in the garden of the school. 
Rosemary can remember the names of Some 
of the children: 

Back row (l-R): A Shirley, David Oliver, 
Harvey Derer Turner, David Fletcher and P 
Shirley 

2nd row (L-R): Marion Dodson, Maureen 
Mullard, Margaret Lock, Beryl Elliot and 
Ann Hodgkins 

3rd row (L-R): Fhillippa Busby, Gordon 
liddy and Sylvia Turner 

Front row (L-R): Pat liddy, Dorothy Keane, 
Sally Ward, Valerie Jones, Diana Harrisson, 
Rosemary Lovesey and Wendy Manley 





there but it may have been the end of the summer term and a special treat for the school leavers. A walk to Broughton 
from North Newington was considered a treat in 1 950s! Her teacher, Miss Herman from Kings Sutton taught a class of three 
different age groups so this is why the children are of varying ages. Rosemary remembers that Miss Herman had total 
control of the children in and out of the classroom.. 

Rosemary can rembersome of the children as the following: from the back: David Oliver, Alan Shirley, David Fletcher, 

Derek Turnerm Philip Shirley, Frank Whitmill, Sally Ward, Beryl Elliot, Margaret Locke, Maureen Mullard, Gordon Tiddy, 

Ann Hodgkins, Keith Brown Rosemary Lovesey, Pat Tiddy, JOan Brown, Wendy Manley, Dorothy Keane, Valerie Jones, Diana 
Harrisson and Philippa Busby 

If anyone can remember the occasion or knows any of the other people in the pictures we would love to hear from you* 
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PRESENTATION TO 
RETIRING HUNTSMAN 

This picture is from the 
Mid 1970s and shows a 
presentaion to retiring 
huntsman. Brigadier 
Geoffrey Bamford from the 
Warwickshire Hunt* 

Pictured are Mrs Bamford, 
Charlie Smith-Ryland and 
Brigadier Geoffrey Bamford 


The final picture this month was taken at the 1953 Warwickshire Hunt 
Ball. 

The event was held at Banbury Town hall and would involved a j sit 
down' meal and speech. Rosemary remembers that the events were 
very jolly affairs - as they still are today 

Pictured: Bill Gibbs, Frank Lovesey, Peggy Jeffry, Zena Lovesey, Ern 
Jeffry, Goorge Gilson [Huntsman] and Beryl Buckmaster, who was 
Master of the Warwickshire Hunt. One gentleman is unknown on this 
picture so if anyone can shed some light then please do get in touch. 
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BETTER (30 YEARS) LATE THAN 


NEVER! 

% 

Feature by Bruce Cox, Photographs by 
Alessandro Pinna 

Bruce Cox 

V 


O'TSf'-thie 1 ongest-iunning shows 
in West End and Broadway history 
-Sand one which I had never 
bothered to go and see — came to 
Royal &: Derligate, Northampton 
back m early October and I have 
to say that I am really glad I finally 
got round to taking it m, even if 
it was more than 30 years after it 
first came out! 
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Melissa lames as Bombaiuritta 
and Lily Frazer as Demeter 
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Andrew Lloyd-Webber's CATS 
is based on TS E/iofs Old 
Possums Book of Practical Cats 
and features one of his most 
memorable musical scores as 
well as spectacular set design, 
extraordinary costumes and 
stunning choreography CATS is 
billed as a uniquely magical musical 
and, after finally seeing it, I am in 
total agreement with that. 

As well as a neat and intelligent 
integration of Eliot's verses into 
the song lyrics, a clever storyline 
has been woven together and 
provides a narrative that you do 
feel inclined to follow. 

It takes us to just one special 
night of the year, when all of 
Eliot's imaginary pellicle cats' 
meet at the T ell id e Ball That's 
where Old Deuteronomy, their 
wise and benevolent leader, makes 
the Vehicle choice and announces 
which of them will go up to the 
Tieaviside layer' (i.e heaven or 
the afterlife) and be reborn into a 
whole new Jelliclelife 

So it's not pist song and dance, 
although music, dance and verse 
do fuse together in an enchanting 
blend of fantasy, drama and 
romance - and how could I not 
enjoy a stage full of lithe young 
ladies dancing around in Lycra 
catsuits! 

CATS opened at the New 
London Theatre in 19SI (winning 
an Olivier Award for Best 
Musical) and played almost 9,000 
performances. It dosed there in 
2002 having celebrated 21 record- 
breaking years. 

Across the Atlantic in New York 
it was the winner of seven Tony 
Aw ards (in duding Best Mu sical 
and Best Director) and ran there 
for an amazing 18 years, making it 
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second only to The Phantom of 
the Opera in the ratings for the 
longest running musical on 
Broadway. 

CATS still continues to 
be a worldwide musical 
phenomenon and so far it has 
been seen by over 50 million 
people., in over 300 cities 
in 26 countries around die 
world It was last seen in the 
UK in 200S where it enjoyed 
a hugely successful tour 
playing to sell-out audiences 
across the country. There is 
no doubt m my mind that this 
cu r ren t ton r w ill be equ al ly 
successful. 


I he fantastic set for Cats. 
Photo by I an Jamieson 


You can catch it at the 
New Theatre, Oxford from 
December 17 th to January 
5th. So if, like me > you are 
30 years behind the times 
-or even if you have seen 
the show before - I would 
definitely advise catching up 
and giving you and yours a 
very entertaining Christmas 
present by taking m this 
current production! 
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Tlie Birmingham Royal Ballet is accepted 
as being amongst the very best ballet 
companies in the world and its repertoire 
is a wide one, ranging from modern 
virtuoso pieces to the classics. In fact, 
when it comes to the latter productions, 

I have never seen them done better 

Admittedly. I have only once seen the 
generally accepted lie plus ultra, of the 
ballet world, Moscow's Bolshoi, and that 
was a performance of Swan Lake almost 
40 years ago that I caiTt remember 
much about Also, I admit that I don't 
know enough about the technicalities 
of dance to make a valid judgment on 
ind ividu al per for mances Bu t w h at Ido 
know is that, m my personal opinion, 
when it comes to overall spectacle and 
the enjoyment quotient, BFJ3 are way 
ahead of the many touring and domestic 
companies that I have seen in the past 
10 years. 

The recent production of The 
Sleeping Beauty at BRB J s Birmingham 
Hippodrome home was a case m point. 
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It is, of course, one of the great Russian 
ballets from die Imperial Period of 
the 19th century Csars and, moreover, 
it is one of the 'big three* composed 
by Tchaikovsky - Swan Lake and The 
ITukracker being the other two. So 
beautiful music is guaranteed and BRB 
adds to the magic from there 

Many of the Imperial Russian ballet 
classics were based on familiar fairy tales, 
as is that of The Sleeping Beauty 

On her christening day Princess Aurora 
is cursed by die wicked fairy Carabosse 
who tells her parents that one day 
die Princess will prick her finger on a 
spin die and die But the kind Lilac Fairy 
tempers the curse so the Princess will 
instead only fall asleep. That was just the 
good fairy J s good news, by the way The 
bad news was that the sleep would last 
for 100 years! 

That's what happens, of course, when 
Aurora does prick her finger on a spindle 
that Carabosse has hidden in a bunch of 
roses presented to the princess 


Aurora, her parents and the whole 
royal court all fall into the big sleep 
and, during the century that follows, 
the castie becomes swallowed up 
by the forest around it — an effect 
cleverly portrayed at Birmingham via 
mill ti pi e 1 ayers o f gau 2 y fu 11- s et cu r tain s 
overprinted with gnarly tree branches 
and foliage. Top marks to the set 
designers and constructors! 

Then, of course, along comes the 
handsome prince who comes across 
the overgrown castie while out hunting, 
finds the sleeping beauty within and 
awakens her with a kiss After which, 
in true fairy tale fashion, everyone 
(excepting the wicked fairy, of cour se) 
lives happily evei after. 

With a classical score by Tchaikovsky 
and original choreography by Marius 
Petipa of St Petersburg's 18th century 
Mariinsky Theatre, The Sleeping Beauty is 
considered one of the greatest ballets 
from Imperial Russia It has always 
been popular with audiences of all 







Maureya Lebowitz as 
the Fairy of Modesty 
and Jonathan Caguioa 
as her Cavalier 


ages, especially as it features a romantic fin ate packed with fairy tale 
characters including Rjd Riding Hood and a spectacularly big. had wolf 

The recent Birmingham production more than did it justice, being 
beautifully performed in fabulous costumes on wonderfully lavish 
stage sets and with dramatic lighting to match. 

Not surprisingly, this interpretation of Petipa's original was the 
popular and seemingly evergreen version created during Ins time at 
the Royal Ballet (an earlier incarnation of BRB) by Sir Peter Wright, 
Birmingham Royal Ballet’s former Artistic Director (and now Director 
Laur eate since his retirement in 1999) 

As 1 have already said - but make no excuse for saying it again - in my 
opinion nobody certainly not in this country and maybe not even in 
Russia, does the Imperial Russian classics better than BRB. 

Wonderfully staged, impeccably choreographed and beautifully 
danced, they are not to be missed whenever the opportunity presents 
itself 

And you can see another of Tchaikovsky’s ''big three' this winter when 
TheNutcimker (another production originally presented by Sir Peter 
Wright) plays at the Birmingham Hippodrome from November 22nd 
to December 12th It’s a ballet that has become almost as much as a 
Christmas staple in the UK as the ubiquitous pantomimes and BRB's 
production even finishes early enough in December for you to hook 
your panto seats as well. 
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Laura-Jane Gibson as the Fairy of Song 
and Marion Tail as Carabosse 
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F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 
BANBURY 0X17 1JL 01295 211790 


BOOK NOW 

FOR GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICING 

FREE LOCAL COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY FOR MACHINES 
BOOKED IN FOR 
A FULL SERVICE 
BETWEEN 01 11 13 & 31/01/14 


T## WYNNSTAY 

## STORES 

'ismtimw 

Formerly Sanbury Farm & General Supplied Ltd 

Banbury Road (B41D0), nr Burton Onssett CV47 2BB 

Tel: 01295 770707 

> Woodshovtngs 3 Bed Down * 

Wheelbarrows 

■ Morse & Pet Feed 

Post 3 Rail 

■ Horse Electric fenang * 

Treated Timber 

* Minerals 8 Supplements 

MetalB Wooden gates 

■ Morse lAbnnsfs * 

Corrugated Roofing Sheets 

■ Rubber Stable Matting 

Plus much, much more i. 

Good Quality, Good Value, Good Advice 

Delivery Service Available 

www .wyn nstay.co.uk 


J mi Saxon Princess and 
her. Infant Saini 
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A stunning 
book by the 
late Graham 
Wilton 
featuring in 
depth studies 
of many 
Churches in 
the area 


www.fburshires.CG.iik £6 IncL P&P 



Paul Barber 

\ A /* 1 



| WINE 

>ows « DO OKS ;* conservatories: ■ SECONDARY gla 

ZNo I 

T: 01859 347146 or 07836 623407 

E: mrpaLilbarber@hotmail.com ccmca 

www.paulharberwindows.oo.uk FEN5A 

NijpLcrcd Company 


JOIN US ONLINE FOR ALL 
THE LATEST NEWS 


Visit our website 
www.fourshires.co.uk 

Like us on face book fjp^| 
wwwfacebookcom/fourshiresma(j BJl 

Follow us on twitter 
t witte r com/fo u ss h i res ma g 





Servicing, repairs & sales 

1 & 2 Darter Court, Thorpe Way Banbuiy 

Tel: 01295 271066 

Specialise: in BMW, |BMW| Mini & Renault 


BLOCKED DRAIN? Call 



Bourton 


Drain Services 


ALL TYPES OF BLOCKAGES UNDERTAKEN DOMESTIC RETAIL 

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL 

TC1LETS - BATHS ’ SINKS ■ URINALS - SHOWERS * GULLIES - 

DRAINS * GREASE TRAPS 

CCTV SURVEYS TANKER SERVICE GULLY EMPTYING HIGH PRESSURE 

WATER JETTING SPECIAL ISTS 

GENUINE 24 HOUR 7 DAY SERVICE 

APPROVED CONTRACTORS TO SEVERAL LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
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PHONE 01295 758303 



MISSED AN 
ISSUE? 

Contact the 

Four Shires and 


we will be able 
to send you a 
back issue 

(subject to stock levels) 
01295 273US 



Iron forged Designs 

Cp otcporgrO 3 k gn p 'Traditions 1 lertioiqtic s 
iteifotr toisin to, target Htijti «ft /#3oiSPr 


, V ^ 4 

, flfl O /fih IfeOfl f<>r£cd ax Iwork ra^df to commas *> q . 

07W 715130 I odMdCal Ij designed! created end f sttedi 

et.rtmalai.ik from gg tes and re il iD £5 to 

sefliptarcs and Ijodsdiold objects- 


GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED; 
ADVERTISE IN THE FOUR SHIRES 

DIGEST PAGES 

CALL 01295 709 999 FOR 
REASONABLE RATES 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES 
GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED FOR 
AS LITTLE AS £40 AN ISSUE! 

(based on a series booking) 

call Jeremy or Gail on 01295 709 999 



W\ys& a picture! 

Have you seen a picture in the 
magazine that you like? 

Most are available to purchase 
contact us on 01295 273138 
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Dental Laboratory 


A professional, fast and friendly 
denture repairs service 
Pop in for professional advice 





5 Church Lane, Banbury 
Email; dentissim@livc.eo.uk 

Tel: 07966 006887 




Ray Randerson 
Carpets 


Carpets selected from around the globe on display 
at Oxbow Farm, Avon Dassett, CV47 7AQ 


01295 690721 



a era did on m stone masonry 

Visit our showroom and 
workshop or request a 


FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
extensive wehsite... 

ww w. banburym ern o ria I s. co. it k 

Tel: 01295 811669 

Fax: 01295 811899 

5 Station Yard. Adderbury* Nr. Banbury, 
Oxen, OXI7 3HJ 



Your area Your stories 


YOUR MAGAZINE 

£36 for 12 months 
£20 for 6 months 

Pay by cheque,cash or online at 
wwwdourshires.op-uk 

Hie premium glossy magazine for 
Oxen, Warks> North ants, Bucks 
and Gloucestershire 


‘Newor’ Naifs 



Rowen Adams 
fevefs 2/3 Citi) and Guilds 


Kail and Beautv Technician 
Tel: 07500661902 

Minx, Gelish, Acrylics, Caviar &■ other Nail 
^ Services, Eyelash and Eyebrow tinting and 
shaping. Facials and all face 
and body waxi ng & ear pierc i ng 



Christmas Meal 


Available in December 

Pre-booked only 

Barn Farm Plants 
Upper Wardington, Banbury 

Oxon. OX17 1SN 

01295 758080 



West Bar 

VETERINARY HOSPITAL 


LATE NIGHT 

OPENING 

Mon-Thurs until 8PM 


Calf our 24 hour line: 01295 262332 


Banbaj ry / North B anbury S South am / Adderbury / Woodford HaEse 


www.we st barvets.co. uk 
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This column first appeared in 
The Four Shires in May 2003, since 
then I have tried to keep readers up 
to date on some of the activities in the 
lazz world both locally and nationally 
Now, however, I feel it is time to “call it a 
day'" (no pun intended!) Next month's 
magazine will be the last one with my 
bJ&fes sitting here on the backpage Ids 
been fun putting the column together and 
those 10 years have seen many changes 
associated with music and jazz in 
particular. When 1 began who would 
have a nti c ip a te d that the m a | o nty o f 
record/CD shops would be closed 
within a few years and that so many 
people worldwide would be 
accessing then music by way of the 
internet and the various types of 
digital receiver? We now have 
FM as a national radio station 

J 

which offers us at least a 
reasonable slice of its 
programme time given over to 
iazz A search of the internet will 
reveal online stations broadcasting 
just about every style of jazz (try www. 
jtiTjyTddio,com or H'Ff- a 1 kfilu. for starters) 
During the same penod we lost the highly 
successful Banbury jazz Club - just short 
of its 40th anniversary - and said goodbye 
to numerous international stars as the top 
names from the 1950s and 1960s passed 
on In this country John Dankworth, 
Kenny Ball, and Humphrey Lyttelton 
were amongst those who had been part 
of the jazz elite for many years. On the 
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positive side we are still able to 
enjoy for example, the sounds 
of Cleo Lame, Chris Barber 
and Stan Tracey and there is a 
sub s ta ntial n urn her o f ve nue s 
where live jazz can be heard. 

The music itself has changed, 
partly influenced by the young 
#,*% graduates coming out of the 

music colleges, although it may 
be less straight ahead jazz than 
was once the case, much 
contemporary jazz owes 
something to other 
fo r m s o f p op ul a r 
music and even the 
classics This has to be a 
healthy sign as no music 
7 should stand still, so long as 
the basic feel of jazz is not lost 

Next month I will sign off w T ith 
the usual end of year quiz and will 
take a look at some of the gigs in 
the pre-Christmas period and into 
the New Year, but meanwhile here 
are a few iazz dates which might interest 
u over the coming few T weeks. 



The brilliant A merman alto saxophonist 
Greg Abate will be back m the UK this 
month and his fans should get along to 
Stratford Jazz Club (01789 264787) on 
13th for what promises to be a great 
evening with Greg supported by the 
BoHop Trio. The Club meets at The 
Chapel, 1 Shakespeare Street and will be 
hosting the Ben Markland Quintet on 


27th This is an all-star Midlands band 
including Chris Bowden, Bryan Corbett 
and Neil Bullock 

A home grown sax star can be heard at 
Leam-Jazz ? s gig m Leamington Rugby 
Club premises on 20 th Morning ton 
Lockett has performed with many of this 
country's top musicians and was a 
member of the Ronnie Scott Band in the 
1990s. Details of the gig can be had on 
07919 210510 

The weekly sessions at the Wig and Pen, 
Blisworth (01604 858549) offer Dave 
Mo orwoodY Rascals of Rhythm on 3 rd, 
Chris C armelLs Classic jazz Band on 
10th, Cool T azz with singer Elaine Hutton 
(17th) , the Kevin Grenfell/Matt Palmer 
All Stars (24 th) and Dave Ranees Rocking 
Chair Band on December 1st 

Northampton's Wig and Pen (01536 
513973) presents the band lacamaya on 
both 19th November and 3rd D ecember 
and the Derngate Theatre (01604 
624811) has a concert on 3rd of this 
month featuring the Glen Miller 
Orchestra. 

Another American visitor, Darius 
Brubeck, appears with his Quartet at The 
Stables, Wavendon (01908 280800) on 
19th and the same venue has its regular 
Jazz Matters sessions on 10th and 24th. 
These are late morning opportunities to 
get involved in discussions with invited 
guests on all matters about jazz with some 
live jazz thrown m. The former date is led 
by American pianist Daryl Sherman and 
the }ames Pearson/Polly Glbbons Duo 
will be on stage on 24th. 

Singer Laura Zaks an and her Quartet, 
i nc ludi ng Matt Wate s a nd A1 ec 
Dankworth are guests at Carswell 
Country Club near Farmgdon on 22nd for 
the Live jazz m Oxfordshire gig ( 01367 
718903 ) Last, but by no means least, I 
should mention the concert on 10th at 
the St Lohn the Evangelist Church in 
Oxford when South African international 
trumpet star Hugh Masekela will be 
performing with pianist La try Willis. 

More information is available on 01865 
484952. 

















COTTESWOOD 0 


MAKERS OF ENGLISH KITCHEN FURNITURE 

Visit our website at www.cotteswood.co.uk 






SHOWROOMS 


Station Road, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire 0X7 5XN Tel: 01608 641858 
14 Hill Avenue, Amersham on the Hill, Rudtingliamsfiirc-HJfo 5BW Tel: 01494 434200 

FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE AND PRICES PLEASE PHONE 01608 644620 








































































OF FINE DIAMONDS 






Find your perfect diamond ring from £750 


EXCLUSIVELY AT 



Michaeljonesjewel lerco.uk ^lidmeG (Jones Jeweffer 

79-80 High Street, Banbury, 0X16 5JG, 01295 263540 


